Bible Study Thursday July 12, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and time that we can gather before your throne through Christ Jesus our Lord and mediator. As we look to you for our daily bread, let us walk by faith, so that our vision will not be impaired by the lies of the devil. We are so thankful Father for that new life that is in Christ.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:15Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 16For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 17And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 19If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. (KJV)

<opentext> If one believes in Christ, but yet does not believe in the resurrection of Him, what hope is there? As Paul says, we would all be men most miserable.
<opentext> If Christ Jesus did not rise from the dead, then what hope would we have?
<his> none <helpmate> none <diligently> there would be no hope <chosen> none <at-peace> none

<opentext> Then, since He is risen from the dead, what problem or obstacle is there, that can not be overcome by trusting in Him?
<at-peace> none <diligently> nothing <his> none <chosen> none

<helpmate> we can do all things through Christ
<opentext> And since we have the victory in the fact that He rose from the dead, there is not a problem, that cannot be overcome by the Word. 
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:20But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. (KJV)
<opentext> Christ Jesus is risen from the dead, and set the way or the path that we too can follow. Yes, by Adam all died, however, by Christ, all can be made alive, as He died for the sin of the world. Therefore, anyone that places their trust in Him, are able to overcome by His victory.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. (KJV)

<opentext> [We were reconciled] The enmity existing before rendered the reconciliation necessary. In every human heart there is a measure of hostility to holiness, and, consequently to the Author of it. People seldom suspect this; for one property of sin is to blind the understanding, so that men do not know their own state. (AC)
<opentext> If we look away from the victory, then we are looking at defeat. The devil wants to blind the mind, so that one will walk by sight, rather then by faith.
<opentext> [We shall be saved by his life.] For: 1. Since he died for our sins, so he rose again for our justification; and his resurrection to life, is the grand proof that he has accomplished whatever he had purposed in reference to the salvation of man. (AC)

<opentext> And if it has been accomplished, then there is only ourselves, to keep us from walking in this victory.
<opentext> 2. This may be also understood of his life of intercession: for it is written, "He ever LIVETH to make INTERCESSION for us," <Heb. 7:25>. Through this life of intercession at the right hand of God we are spared and blessed. (AC)
3. And it will not be amiss to consider that, as our salvation implies the renovation of our nature, and our being restored to the image of God, so, may be rendered: "we shall be saved IN his life"; for, I suppose, it is pretty generally agreed, that the life of God in the soul of man is essential to its salvation. (AC)

<opentext> That new creation in Christ, where old things are past away, and all things do become new. Thus why the devil wants us to look to the past, before that new life in Christ, so one will believe the lie more than the truth.

<opentext> 4. The example also of the life of Christ is a means of salvation. He hath left us an example that we should follow his steps: and he that followeth him, "shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of LIFE," <John 8:12> (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. (KJV)

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, cannot please God. Thus, why we are to walk by faith, that is that we have made the kingdom of God, and His righteousness our chief aim, so that one will not miss the mark of the prize, which is the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
<opentext> Now, is it always easy to ignore or place aside the attacks that come in the flesh?
<his> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no <chosen> no

<opentext> Here on IRC, one is able to place someone on ignore, by following the instructions of the program they are using. Likewise, with the full armor of God, one is able to lift up that shield of faith, and quench or ignore all of the fiery lies of the devil.
<opentext> This can only happen because Christ Jesus has risen from the dead victoriously. This is the victory that we "should" choose to walk in.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:23But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 24Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. (KJV)

<opentext> Do you have the same problems or hindrances now, as when you first came to Christ?
<helpmate> no <diligently> no <his> no <chosen> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> How did you get to this place? Was it by anything that you could do, or was it by the example or "way" that Jesus Christ set for you to follow?
<diligently> Christ's example for me to follow
<chosen> His example
<his> by following His instruction for staying on the straight and narrow path to Father
<at-peace> by following Jesus Christ's example, nothing that i could have done on my own without Him
<his> instructions
<opentext> This way or example, is established by the truth of His Word. So, if Jesus Christ obtained the victory by putting forth the truth of God's Word, then what should we do?

<at-peace> the same thing
<diligently> follow Him
<his> follow that example
<diligently> my sheep know my voice
<his> follow
<opentext> So, what it comes down to for each and every step of our life, is whether we are going to give more credence to the truth or the lie. For in Christ Jesus, we have the victory, for He overcame it all, and His victory over death was the final victory.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:25For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 27For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. (KJV)
<opentext> Holding fast, or firmly onto our profession of faith. Living and operating each and every moment, of each and every day, in and under the grace and mercy of God.
<opentext> Other than living and operating by faith, what could you ever do enough of, to impress God to allow you into His kingdom?
<helpmate> nothing <his> nothing <diligently> nothing <chosen> nothing

<at-peace> nothing... we are saved by grace through faith, and not of works
<opentext> So then one must recognize that the whole purpose of the devil, is to blind our minds from seeing the total victory that is in Christ Jesus. 
<opentext> If one focuses on anything other then faith, what will happen?
<diligently> death
<helpmate> we will wonder down the wrong path
<his> rapid fall leading to death
<diligently> separation from Father
<at-peace> unstable
<opentext> Yes, eventually death. However, in that process, fear and doubts will grow, until they get to the place that they will be the dominant force in one's life. Thus why it is so important to learn to cast down any thoughts or imaginations that try to exalt themselves against the knowledge of the victory that is in Christ Jesus.
<opentext> Rom 6:4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (KJV)

<opentext> Col 3:1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV)
<opentext> To become a partaker of His divine nature. To grow up into Him in all things. Remaining seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. This should be our purpose and our goal for this day. Is this yours?
<his> yes
<at-peace> yes
<diligently> yes….PYF
<d-g> it is
<helpmate> yes
<chosen> yes
<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?
<diligently> o/
<opentext> yes judy
<diligently> Father brought this verse to my heart
<diligently> 3Jo 1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 
<opentext> good verse, as the "joy" of the Lord is our strength
<helpmate> o/
<opentext> yes helen
<helpmate> verse to share from the commentary
<helpmate> <opentext> 3. And it will not be amiss to consider that, as our salvation implies the
renovation of our nature, and our being restored to the image of God, so, may be rendered: "we shall be saved IN his life"; for, I suppose, it is pretty generally agreed, that the life of God in the soul of man is essential to its salvation. (AC)

<helpmate> Rom 8:9But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (KJV)
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