12 January 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day of fellowship with you and with our brethren in Christ and all that you have in store for us that will keep and sustain us in our journey home and enable us to continue to give you the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 11:8, As it is written, God gave them a spirit (an attitude) of stupor, eyes that should not see and ears that should not hear, [that has continued] down to this very day. AMP

<opentext> As we were able to see yesterday, how that Israel had allowed their hearing to become dull and lazy at hearing and heeding the counsel that God had given to them. And we looked briefly at the parable of the sower, so we were reminded how easily one can allow the distractions in.  Heb 5:11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. (KJV)

<opentext> People often forget that God has to allow in one's life, whatever it is that they choose to allow.

1 Cor 3:21-22 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; (KJV)……by the choices we make

1 Cor 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. (KJV)

1 Cor 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 11:9, And David says, Let their table (their feasting, banqueting) become a snare and a trap, a pitfall and a just retribution [rebounding like a boomerang upon them]; AMP

<opentext> One also has to remember that whatever they are feeding themselves spiritually, is what will be manifested in their life….what is sown will manifest.
Gal 6:7-8 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, regardless of the numerous distractions there are, it still all really comes down to two choices that one can make; life or death; with God, or against Him. (Matt 18:18, Matt 12:30)
<opentext> Just as Proverbs said, that one can be snared by the words of their own mouth (Prov 6:2). Thus we can see why we are told to be swift or quick to hear, and slow to speak (James 1:19).

<opentext> Now the more the children of Israel murmured and complained, how much more then did the dissension against God raise within the camp?

<at-peace> a little leaven leavened the whole lump (Gal 5:9)
<disciple> quite a lot

<at-peace> it grew because doubt was able to have place with them

<opentext> How easy is it to get caught up in that which is going on around us? How easily can one be distracted by loud noises of a crowd that is close by?

<chosen> it can be very easy   <at-peace> very easy    <disciple> easy

<opentext> How easily can one be influenced by the crowd?

<chosen> easy, if we allow ourselves to be 

<at-peace> depends on whether one is content to remain and not to be pulled in by others or our surroundings 

<disciple> our choice, if we want to please Father or man

<opentext> So we can see why we are told that one should not be moved by the external circumstances; yet, this can only happen if one has their heart and mind renewed and focused in and on the Message that has been delivered by Christ. (Phil 4:11, Rom 12:2, Eph 4:23, Col 3:1-2)
<opentext> Rom 11:10, Let their eyes be darkened (dimmed) so that they cannot see, and make them bend their back [stooping beneath their burden] forever. AMP

<opentext> Now if a person is in darkness for a long time, and suddenly comes into the light, what is the common reaction that most people will have?

<disciple> their eyes sting and water...can't see until they adjust to the light

<at-peace> they will cover their eyes

<chosen> it will be a bit too bright on their eyes

<opentext> good answers...how often will they also retreat to the darkness, rather then allowing the light to become a new way of life and living?

<at-peace> often many are disturbed by the light and don't welcome it

<disciple> depends on whether they are serious about receiving the light

<opentext> Has Father ever been working with you on an area in your life, and as the light illuminated that area, didn't it seem like there was no way that you would be able to overcome it? And wasn't the accuser of the brethren (Rev 12:10) there immediately to let you know that you could not do it?

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So what one is hearing, giving heed to is what is going to influence their decisions. Just as the children of Israel listened to the few people of dissension, and soon they were a part of that mob, because of what they had given ear to. (Acts 19:26-41)
<opentext> Stop and ponder for a moment, that if you heard Father's counsel to step forward to the light, and you know Father would never do anything that would hurt you, why would you then give ear to a voice telling you to retreat to the darkness?

<at-peace> old natures fear of failure.... really there is no good excuse or explanation 
often many are disturbed by the light and hesitate… and some times retreat for fear of failure

<chosen> maybe a lack of trust

<opentext> One has to make the choice to remain in the dark for their eyes to be dimmed as verse 11 tells us. Thus the blindness of heart will remain, until one again makes the choice to step back out into the light.

<opentext> Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation, old things are passed away, and all things become new. (2Cor 5:17)
<opentext> The key is on remaining "in Christ", as this is where the light is. One has to make the choice and be determined to continue to walk in that light, regardless of what anyone or everyone else is doing.

<opentext> Yet, how often will a person try to measure where they are spiritually by what others are doing?

<disciple> have done that

<at-peace> when one is not confident …in their own relationship with Father and the work He is doing within them 
<opentext> Paul gives us such wisdom when he tells us that one has to be and remain confident in the work He has begun in "you", and the trust and confidence to allow Him to continue the work, and bring that work to completion.

Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<at-peace> o/     <opentext> yes charlene   <at-peace> have a comment to go with Rom 11:10...

<opentext> ok

<at-peace> <opentext> Rom 11:10, Let their eyes be darkened (dimmed) so that they cannot see, and make them bend their back [stooping beneath their burden] forever. AMP

<at-peace> that would be like one having to do the limbo through the rest of their lives unable to see where they are going.

<opentext> also one can remember when we talked about one having that dead body strapped to their back, and the results that followed from that.
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