12 February 2004 Thursday Bible study.
 

<chosen> Father we are thankful for this time together in your Word, to learn from you, and we are thankful that you have made it possible for us to fellowship with you, through your Son Jesus Christ... we pray that we will remain thankful in everything this day, and mindful of all that you have done for us, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 4:23 But [the words], It was credited to him, were written not for his sake alone, 24 But [they were written] for our sakes too. [Righteousness, standing acceptable to God] will be granted and credited to us also who believe in (trust in, adhere to, and rely on) God, Who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, AMP

 

<opentext> So often when people look at that which the Word of God describes, they see what God has done for others such as Abraham, yet will not believe that God will do the same for them, why is this?

<disciple> they think he was special and that was special circumstances

<helpmate> we should know that He is no respecter of persons

<chosen> forgetting that He is the same yesterday, today and forever

<opentext> So then, how does one overcome, that woe is me attitude?

<helpmate> we need to keep our mind renewed in the Word… so that we know what it says to us

<disciple> by focusing on Father and knowing His promises are true...applying His Word to our lives

<chosen> recognizing all that Father has done for us, individually, already and holding Him to His Word

<opentext> Paul says that he would have all men to see, what is the fellowship of the mystery, which has been hid in God, since before the world began. We are able to see within the Word, those that lived their lives the best they could, doing that which God asked of them.

<opentext> Also within the Word, we are able to see many that talked about God and serving Him, but their lives did not correspond with what they said. 

<opentext> All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and it is for you, the believer, so as to gain advantage over the lower nature. To enable us to live a life in compliance with the word, and thus have right standing with God.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:23 But it's not just Abraham; 24 it's also us! The same thing gets said about us when we embrace and believe the One who brought Jesus to life when the conditions were equally hopeless. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> One has to see and remember, that the Bible is a very personal love letter from God, to you. Yet, does one always remember this?

<chosen> not always    <disciple> not always   <at-peace> not always

<opentext> So, why doesn't one always remember this?

<disciple> sometimes we read it as history, rather than ongoing and alive today for us

<chosen> when reading it as words on a page rather than seeing it as Father's voice speaking to us this moment

<opentext> Note, that it is when one continues to embrace the fact that God raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, that it then enables one to be placed in right standing with God. So then, if one falls from grace, doesn't that mean that they have to exclude themselves from God's grace and mercy?

<disciple> yes   <helpmate> yes   <chosen> yes a personal choice we make

<at-peace> the Word is made of no effect

 

<opentext> Rom 4:24 But [they were written] for our sakes too. [Righteousness, standing acceptable to God] will be granted and credited to us also who believe in (trust in, adhere to, and rely on) God, Who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 Who was betrayed and put to death because of our misdeeds and was raised to secure our justification (our acquittal), [making our account balance and absolving us from all guilt before God]. AMP

 

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified translation says, [Righteousness, standing acceptable  to God] will be granted and credited to us also who believe in (trust in, adhere to, and rely on) that which God has made plain before us.

<opentext> To trust in, not allowing any doubt to cloud the vision God wants to reveal to us. And one is able to do this by keeping their mind renewed within and by the living Word.

<opentext> To adhere to; sticking to and with God, regardless of anything the external circumstances may try to dictate to us.

<opentext> To rely on, to know that God is not a man that He should lie, and that He is able to provide all that we have need of by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Do you always think of the word "believe" as portraying that to you?

<disciple> no, not always, but certainly should   <chosen> not always

<helpmate> do remember that, when we not try to get ahead of Him....patience

<opentext> To make all men see: without a vision the people will perish. One must be born again to see and enter the kingdom of God. And for one to have and maintain that clear vision, they must keep the lower nature under the subjection of the divine nature of Christ, which has been given to us.

<opentext> It is when one hears the Word of God, and sees all that Father has made available to them, that they are then able to begin to grasp the grace and mercy that is theirs for the taking. Just as Paul tells us, "to take" unto you, the full armor of God. Utilizing all that God has made available to us by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> In Him, dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and you are complete in Him. Only you can believe this for yourself. No one else can do it for you.

<opentext> You have to see and comprehend your spiritual account as being full, by the sacrifice Jesus Christ made in and on your behalf.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<helpmate> o/   <opentext> yes helen

<helpmate> a couple of verses came to mind from verse 25 in the AMP

<helpmate> 1 Tim 2:5For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;6Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. (KJV)

<helpmate> Heb 9:14How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. (KJV)

<helpmate> secure our justification as any mediator would do in the physical

<opentext> any other questions or comments?
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