12 December 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us to partake of the bread of life and truth that will sustain us and direct our path in your will and encourage us to share your love in being the example of the believers in and through all things this day through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:6, That together you may [unanimously] with united hearts and one voice, praise and glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah). AMP

 

<opentext> One Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God and Father of all. When one first gets saved and begins to come to a living and working knowledge of Jesus Christ, they are motivated to do all that they can to be pleasing to Father and the body of Christ.

<opentext> Yet, after a period of time goes by, how easy is it for a person to begin to take that first love for granted? How easy is it to begin to let those things that we learned at Father's feet, to begin to slip?

<at-peace> if one does not remain attentive it leaves an open door to allow the leaven to enter in 

<opentext> When one first came to that saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, their enthusiasm and excitement was very great, and the promises that they made to God were sincere, with all expectations of being fulfilled. So what happens that causes people to lose sight of these things?

<opentext> Paul told us a few chapters earlier, that we are not to be conformed to this world and it's standards, but rather that we are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind by and in the will and Word of God, so that we may know what is that good, perfect and acceptable will of God in and for our life.

<opentext> How easy in this present world, is it to allow the things of this world to take center stage over and above the things of God?

<at-peace> easy if one leans to their own understanding and takes their focus off the will of God and sets their affection on the things of this life instead of on things above 

<opentext> In the parable of the sower, it says that the cares of this world enter in and begin to choke out the Word. It is allowed in. Now most people would not purposely drink poison. Most people would not inadvertently want to kill themselves. Yet, when one neglects their relationship with God, when they fail to maintain a proper spiritual diet, isn't that exactly what they are doing?

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> And if one begins to neglect their own salvation, how will this then affect the unity within the body of Christ?

<at-peace> it grieves God and thus the body 

<opentext> If a group of people are not working together for the common good, what happens? Isn't this when confusion and doubt begins to enter in? And once this starts, isn't that also then when grumbling and backbiting begins within that group?

<opentext> The Word tells us that a house divided will fall. So once the devil is able to get the people bickering and fighting among one another, it is not long before a splintering and, or falling away will take place.

<at-peace> if one does not keep and cherish their first love (Christ) the cares and concerns of this life choke the Word and it becomes unprofitable and the old nature is fed instead of the spirit

<opentext> Now another thing to also consider, is that when people do allow the grumblings and disputations to enter their lives, how apt are they to then listen to sound doctrine? Isn't this when people then think that people are picking on them, or that they are being singled out?

<at-peace> the hearing begins to become dull and one begins to look for excuses

 

<opentext> Gal 6:10, So then, as occasion and opportunity open up to us, let us do good [morally] to all people [not only being useful or profitable to them, but also doing what is for their spiritual good and advantage]. Be mindful to be a blessing, especially to those of the household of faith [those who belong to God's family with you, the believers]. AMP

 

<opentext> And if God is no longer first and foremost in one's life, then thos of His family will then fall into the same category. Thus we can see why the Word tells us that without the vision, the people will perish.

<opentext> It is no different then when the children of Israel ignored and forgot the promises of God, and sought to be back in bondage instead of being free. The grumblings of a few, soon affected the greater portion of the body, and caused a great division.

<opentext> So we can see then why it is imperative that one holds fast the profession of faith without wavering, regardless of what the external situation is trying to dictate.

<opentext> Continually pressing forward for the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
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