Bible Study Thursday 12 December 2002

 

Are you seeking the truth from God, or just some person’s opinion?

 

Jeremiah 29:13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. (KJV)

 

Galatians 1:10-12 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

 

I find it amazing, that people will turn to other frail humans for their opinion on what they think the Word of God says, rather than going to God. The same question that faced the apostle Paul, and every other person of faith listed in Hebrews 11. Who is it that you seek to please, men or God?

 

What we often forget, is that no matter who or what God uses to reveal Himself to us, that one still has to recognize His voice, and not that of the messenger. Who is it that you have been listening to?

 

2 Peter 1:16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. (KJV) 

 

[For we have not followed cunningly devised fables] That is, fictions or stories invented by artful men, and resting on no solid foundation. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Colossians 2:4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. (KJV) 

 

[Lest any man should beguile you] The word means to deceive by sophistry (imaginations created in their own minds) or subtle reasoning, in which all the conclusions appear to be fairly drawn from the premises, but the premises are either assumed without evidence, or false in themselves; but this not being easily discovered, the unthinking or unwary are carried away by the conclusions which are drawn from these premises. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Romans 16:18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. (KJV) 

 

[For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus] They profess to be "apostles", but they are not apostles of CHRIST; they neither do his will, nor preach his doctrine; they serve their own belly-- they have intruded themselves into the church of Christ so that they might obtain secular support; it is for worldly gain alone that they take up the profession of the ministry: they have no divine credentials; they do not convert the pagan people nor the ungodly, for they have no divine anointing. Instead, "by good words and fair speeches" (for they have no miraculous nor saving powers) "deceive the hearts of the simple," perverting Christian converts, so that they may get their property, and thus secure some maintenance for themselves. The church of God has always been troubled with such pretended minister-- men who FEED themselves, not the flock; men who are too proud to beg, and too lazy to work; who have neither the grace nor gifts to plant the standard of the cross on the Devil's territories, and by the power of Christ make inroads upon his kingdom, and spoil him of his subjects. On the contrary, by sowing the seeds of dissension, by means of doubtful disputations, and the propagation of scandals; by glaring and insinuating speeches, for they affect elegance and good breeding, they tear Christian congregations apart, form a faction for themselves, and thus live on the spoils of the church of God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

2 Corinthians 4:1-2 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. (KJV)
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