12 April 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time to come before you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive of and from you that which we need to sustain us this day, and maintain our journey on the strait and narrow path.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1. So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life - your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life - and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. [The Message]

 

<opentext> So this morning, were you mindful of all of the blessings which He has bestowed upon you, or did the flesh get in the way a bit?

<disciple> i was mindful of His blessings this morning

<opentext> We are supposed to train ourselves in the way we should go, so then when we get older or mature one will not stray from the path we should be following.

<opentext> And as ingrained as some of the old habits are, they may take a bit of effort on your part to uproot them and get them out of your life. But how often do people expect them to be gone without to much effort on their part?

<helpmate> most people humbly ask God to remove their shortcomings

<at-peace> there are many that think that.... one is to dig down deep to get the root out and lay the proper foundation

<disciple> many want Father to remove them, without any effort on their part

<opentext> I like the way this translation says that we are supposed to embrace that which God has done for us. This should be our reasonable service. Yet, how many truly recognize what He has already done in and on their behalf, and are still waiting for Him to do something more for them?

<disciple> most are that way, not realizing we have received all spiritual blessings...we have everything we need to complete our journey home

<helpmate> what happened to 2 Tim2:15 and Php 2:12, they do not know what the Word has to say

<at-peace> many have been snared by the traditions and doctrines of man

<opentext> He Has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Thus why we are to walk by faith and not by sight. Most are looking for the physical to correct the spiritual, when it is application of the spiritual which will bring about the transformation of the physical.

<opentext> Just as with getting out of bed in the morning, if one waited to get out of bed when everything seemed or appeared okay, how many times then would one never get out of the bed that day?

<disciple> i wouldn't    <helpmate> for most, never

<opentext> This is the day that the Lord has made, and when i can recognize that, and acknowledge that which He has already done for me, then one will be eager to get out of the bed, and start the day knowing that they have the honor of being able to serve Him.

<opentext> Paul tells us that "in" everything we should give thanks. Take your everyday, ordinary  life - your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life - and place it before God as an offering.

<opentext> But, doesn't one still have to have a proper attitude when placing this before God?

<disciple> yes     <at-peace> yes, out of a pure heart

<helpmate> yes, an attitude of gratitude, not one of pride

<opentext> He has delivered us from the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son. Now of you are lost, and someone gives you a map with the proper directions on it to be rescued, doesn't one still have to comply with the directions to be delivered or rescued?

<opentext> Now if you

<disciple> yes, otherwise the map is useless     <helpmate> yes     <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So one's reasonable service then is for them to comply with the spiritual instructions given to us within His Word, by being that active participant in the divine nature of Christ. This is our reasonable service because of that which has been made available to us.

<opentext> But also remember that the Word tells us of now faith; yet does one always immediately reply to Father's counsel? Or do they sometimes make their own time schedule as to when they think or decide to respond?

<disciple> we should always respond immediately...not giving grudgingly

<helpmate> a lot decide when and where they will make room for Him

<opentext> If you are fretting about yesterday, or trying to figure out tomorrow, how can one then operate in now faith?

<disciple> it can't be done...now faith means now, not the past or future

<helpmate> we are to take no thought of the morrow

<opentext> This is the day that the Lord has made, now faith. And if one is operating in the now by active participant in the divine nature, then the joy of the Lord is their strength, and they will want to do those things joyfully that He asks of them.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:2 Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. [The Message]

 

<opentext> Not conforming to this world, but rather being transformed by the renewing of your mind by the Word of God. Forgetting the old way of life and living the world taught you, and moving forward in now faith.

<opentext> I like the way this translation says that we should...Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. 

<opentext> Yet, how often does one quickly respond? Or do they often take a day or two to think and mull it over, before they make any kind of decision?

<opentext> This is the day which the Lord has made, will you be able to rejoice and be glad in it? Something for every believer to contemplate!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> this was the completion of Friday's study
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