12 April 2004 Monday Food for thought!

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that you have made available to us by and through Christ Jesus. As we come before you this day, let us be open to all of the counsel that you have for us, that will enable us to maintain our walk on that strait and narrow path.

 

<opentext> Gal 3:23-24, 23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. KJV

 

<opentext> Before faith came...

<opentext> All sin and fall short of the glory of God. Before faith came, we were all in dire straits. All were awaiting the manifestation of God's promise.

<opentext> Now, once one receives the measure of faith, the measure of the gift of Christ, they have been afforded the way and the means of inheriting eternal life, yet, few recognize the obligation they have to this Message once they have received it.

<opentext> Faith is developed by hearing the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus; and upon hearing this Message, allowing His Spirit to lead us and guide us into all of the truth concerning the Message, so that one may live in agreement with God, that this Message becomes an actual way of life and living.

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:2-3, 2Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: 3Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Now, after faith is revealed, the Message is what should be manifest in our life. That is, that our life should be an open declaration of the Word of God, alive in us [that written epistle] that is presented plainly for all to see.

<opentext> It is supposed to be written [the Word] in and on our hearts. It is supposed to be a living transformation in one's life. Yet, how often do people try to present external declarations of their love for God, rather then being a part of the living Word?

<disciple> most do...as most do not know Him...only know of Him

<at-peace^> often when one is caught up in the traditions and doctrines of man... having begun in the Spirit only to revert to the flesh

<chosen> when it's only knowledge in their head, not a love in their heart for God.

 

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:16, And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. KJV

<opentext> In God's realm, there is never any controversy concerning His Word or His promise. When one does all to be pleasing to Father, just as the forerunner Jesus Christ did [and set the example for us], 

<opentext> Then one is able to live their life without controversy before the God and Father of all, and the Spirit of Christ is able to be manifest in one's life [a written epistle] for all to see and observe.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:1Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  (KJV)

 

<opentext> Being justified by faith. The faith that when heard, received, understood and then lived, is then revealed in us and through us.

<opentext> How clear the Message will be manifest through you, is dependent upon how well you hear and obey the counsel that you hear from the Father.

<opentext> Now, when listening to the Father, how often does one listen intently to each and every Word that proceeds forth from His mouth?

<chosen> when we remember that it's a matter of life or death

<disciple> we should always listen intently, but sometimes fall short and don't hear clearly

 

<opentext> So then, as we can see what Paul addresses in 1Tim 3:16, that God is manifest in the flesh, the Word that should afterwards be revealed in us, when we are justified by the Spirit of Christ. That is, that we allow His Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth, and eagerly and joyfully set out to do and accomplish all that He asks of us.

<opentext> The old nature, the old manner of life and living must be crucified with Him, that we might walk in that newness of life which is available to us in the risen Lord, Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one lean to their old understanding; that is, trying to resurrect those things that were supposed to remain crucified?

<disciple> when we take that one step off of the path, because we have taken our eyes from Father

 

<opentext> If the old nature is allowed to arise, what kind of conflicting message will that portray to those who are around us? [In other words, will it present a clear and concise epistle of God and His Word?]

<disciple> it will seem as if we are confused about Father and His Word.

 

<opentext> Today, you have to opportunity to be that clear and legible signpost [written epistle] along the strait and narrow path. How clear and legible you will be, will be determined by how attentive you are to each and every word that God addresses to you, and your swift obedience and compliance to it. Today, will you be that written epistle of God?

 

<at-peace^> Col 2:2
That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; (KJV)

<at-peace^> to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of

 Christ;..... being a written epistle acknowledging the Word within us

<opentext> Exactly. It is only by one's full obedience and compliance with His word, that one is able to live that life that will enable all men to see that which is the fellowship of the mystery, that has been hid.
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