11 November 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that you ordained for us before the foundation of the world, for any and all that would trust in Christ Jesus. Let our hearts and ears be open to that which you have for us this day which will sustain us, if we hold fast the profession of faith without wavering.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:2-4, 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. KJV

 

<opentext> So often we will hear people say that all knowledge is good. Yet, it is only the knowledge that is of and from God that is of any useful purpose to the believer. And yet, how easy is it to get caught up in the wisdom and knowledge of this world?

<chosen> can be easy

<helpmate> it can be very easy at times

<opentext> Man is always trying to sell his ideas [knowledge], whether in regards to the products of this world, but even more reprehensible, they try to sell favor with God by the wisdom and knowledge they think that they have acquired.

<opentext> In waiting for the promise of God to arrive, man was given certain things to do to obtain pardon [sacrifices according to the law given] until the manifestation of Father's promise for the express purpose of reconciliation with mankind.

<opentext> Now we all know from our pasts, that things that we learned to do over the years, that we thought was right, was very hard to set aside once the truth became known to us.

<opentext> Christ is the end of the old covenant law, for those who believe and trust in Him. Yet, even after knowing Christ, how hard was it to set aside some of those old traditions and rituals that we thought pleased God?

<helpmate> some of them were very hard and others were easy

<chosen> some things very hard

<opentext> And yet, even after seeing and hearing the truth, how tightly did one hold onto some of those old values and notions, even though one had heard from God, and knew they were of no avail to one's relationship with Him?

<chosen> some things very tight

<opentext> The sacrifices of the old covenant could not take away our sins. the sacrifice of animals and such could not take away the transgression that man had brought about between him and God. It took the total sacrifice of Jesus Christ of Nazareth to bring about the reconciliation that God required.

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth paid the price for the lower nature and its disobedience to God, while Christ paid the price for the very nature of sin, so of the two natures, He brought about a new man.

<opentext> Now a way that i often think of this, is if you can imagine yourself trying to go through the thickest jungle or rain forest that you can imagine, without having a path or trail to follow.

<opentext> How much of a struggle do you thing you would have trying to travel, let alone maintain a strait course?

<chosen> an extreme struggle

<opentext> [now this is without any tools or such]

<helpmate> next to impossible specially if you were to come to a big tree right in the middle of your path….like a mountain

<at-peace> if one can't see where they are going it would be difficult to maintain a strait path aside from all that would try to trip one up

<opentext> So then think about this; Jesus Christ of Nazareth was the forerunner for us, He went ahead of us and blazed the trail for us to follow after.

<opentext> Now, as long as one hears the Word and guidance from His Spirit, one will be able to maintain their travels on this path.

<opentext> However, if one does not heed the instructions, or decides to depart from the path to explore on their own, what do you think the results will be?

<helpmate> spiritual death   <at-peace> in the ditch with the many that are already there

<chosen> we'll head onto the wrong path

<opentext> Yes, spiritual death is the end result; but, in the mean while, one will become ensnared with the cares and diversions of this life; they will become tripped up because of a lack of adequate light; they will have no proper sense of direction.

<helpmate> tossed to and fro.....from sea to sea

<opentext> And how many roadside stands are there along that way, that are trying to sell you directions for short-cuts, or even a different path?

<helpmate> one on ever corner or bend in ones life

<at-peace> broad path has many of those to continue to keep up the distractions 

<opentext> Or, how about those that tell you that they know the way?

<helpmate> there is only One way

 

<opentext> John 16:13-14, 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. KJV

 

<opentext> How often is it that people are looking for other people to guide them?

<helpmate> many ....when it only the Holy Spirit that can guide you

<opentext> Note in these verses in John, how the Word tells us very clearly that He, the Spirit of truth, will lead and guide "you"! Thus we can see the importance of one having the relationship, that union in and with Christ Jesus.

<at-peace> that is the nature of man... and more and more man is seeking the easy way and those who can help them get there instead of it being their own journey with Jesus Christ

<opentext> His sheep hear His voice, His Message that was sent from the Father on how we can have and maintain a right relationship with the Father.

<opentext> You, have to hear His voice, and the counsel and instructions that come from the Father. If one hears the Guide, and understands the instructions, and yet does not heed or follow them, what will the end result be?

<helpmate> in the ditch with the rest of the spiritually dead

<chosen> like a house on sinking sand

<opentext> Jesus Christ blazed the trail for us through the law, traditions, rites and rituals so that we could become members of His family. He is the first-born of all creation, and if we hear His voice, and follow His guidance, we to can enter into that new life with Him. The choice is yours this day!
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