11 March 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<mike> Father, we thank you for all that you continually do in our lives by your Spirit. We thank you that we are truly your building and rejoice in that truth. We ask today for our daily bread and thank you for the fellowship we have one with another in the Spirit of Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:3-5 but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. KJV

 

<opentext> Because we have heard the Message delivered to us by Jesus Christ, we have peace with God and have entered into His grace, which enables us to rise above the pressures of this world by becoming consistent in our holding God to be true, because of our expectations of every promise He has given to us.

<opentext> And because the love of God, the measure of the gift of Christ has been shed abroad in our hearts by this precious gift, one has a full expectation of the arrival of these promises in our lives by the constant and consistent application of now faith.

<opentext> Remember how Paul said earlier in this epistle, that he was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation.

<opentext> We are told to be confident of the work which He has begun within us. Yet, how often does one question it [the work being done within us]?

<helpmate> anytime we ignore anything that He says or asks of us and go about doing our own agenda

 <disciple> when we see ourselves as the source, rather than Him

<at-peace> at times it is difficult for one to see the growth going on within them and have a tendency to become discouraged if one doesn't keep focused on the mark

<chosen> in some areas that we struggle in

<mike> when affliction or persecution arises for the word's sake... can forget sometimes

 

<opentext> Col 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: KJV

 

<opentext> SO then, it is one's adherence to the Message delivered, regardless of the pressures that attempt to encompass us, but rather being cognizant of that love that has been shed abroad in our hearts by the gift of His Spirit, knowing that we are complete in Him.

<opentext> Thus, we have been given the ability to overcome any and all obstacles that may attempt to hinder one's progress down the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> And what happens if one takes this love [God is love] for granted?

<helpmate> we soon forget what it was and loose it

<disciple> less likely to go to Him except during tribulations, then only as a last resort

<at-peace> thinking ourselves wise we become fools

 

<opentext> Gal 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. KJV

 

<opentext> So one has to remain mindful of their relationship with Him, in order to live and operate within Him. If one forgets or doubts their relationship with Him, how soon will they doubt or forget the promises?

<chosen> very soon

<helpmate> they have already forgotten it when they doubt their relationship with Him

<opentext> Example: Look what God is doing for so and so, why isn't He doing that for me.

<disciple> living on memories, rather than now faith

<mike> “when” affliction or persecution arises for the word's sake… they will be offended instead of the Word’s purposes being accomplished in our life

<at-peace> without a clear vision the people will soon perish

<helpmate> exactly....not realizing that that person is not at the same place in their walk as we are with Father

<opentext> So, we have to remember that He has delivered "us" from the power of darkness, so that "you" are able to work out your own salvation.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. KJV

 

<opentext> Note how the fruit of the Spirit begins to be made manifest, it is by His love.

<opentext> This same love that has been shed abroad in our hearts by His Spirit which has been given to us.

<opentext> Also note, that these verses here in Galatians give us a similar picture to these first verses in Romans chapter 5.

<opentext> One has to hear of and accept Father's love by receiving the Message and gift delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, so that His peace can be manifest in our lives, regardless of the pressures of this world around us.

<opentext> What if God played favorites with His love, would His gift then be fair? [for God so loved the world]

<helpmate> there would be no hope for anyone   <disciple> no, it wouldn't be fair

<chosen> no

<opentext> Do you operate the same with your love, as He does with His? [don't forget, it is His love that has been shed abroad in your heart]

<helpmate> not always      <disciple> not all the time

<opentext> Remember, that faith works by love. Today, you have that opportunity to be the example of the believer, by allowing the love of God shed abroad in your heart by His Spirit, to be made manifest to the world around you. Will your be a good steward of it? This is the question that faces us each and every moment, of each and every day.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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