Bible Study Tuesday 11 June 2002
 

Once one begins or starts their journey home, then it is essential that they continue in and on that strait and narrow path.

Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; KJV

Colossians 1:23 if indeed you continue well grounded and firm in faith and never shift from the hope inspired by the good news you heard, which has been preached all over the world, and of which I, Paul, have been made a minister. (William's New Testament)

 

How easy is it for one, to have their ideas or opinions altered or shifted? That is why it is essential as Paul tells us, that we do not alter or shift our opinions from that which is inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

 

Galatians 1:6-7 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. KJV

 

Remember, that no one can force you away from Father, or your relationship with Him. Just as God cannot, nor will not violate your free will, thus you have to be led away, or enticed to follow something other than the truth of His Word, and you have to depart of your own free will.

 

Learn hence, that men, professedly pious, and apparently ardently attached to the gospel, may become soon perverted in their views, and alienated from those who had called them into the gospel, and whom they professed tenderly to love. The ardor of the affections becomes cool, and some artful, and zealous, and plausible teachers of error seduce the mind, corrupt the heart, and alienate the affections. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Lining everything up with the Word of truth. As Paul tells us, taking the time, and making the effort to allow the Spirit of God to be our teacher, thus able to rightly divide the Word of truth.

 

[I marvel that ye are so soon removed] It was a matter of wonder to the apostle that a people, so soundly converted to God, should have so soon made shipwreck of their faith. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

It only takes a small amount of time, to lose your focus, and have a crash. One has to maintain their focus at all times and put forth the effort not to let up for a moment.

 

But mutability itself has not a more apt subject to work upon than the human heart; the alternate workings of different passions are continually either changing the character, or giving it a different coloring. Reason, not passion, the word of God, not the sayings of men, should alone be consulted in the concerns of one salvation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

It does not matter how much of the truth you know, IF, you do not continue in it. Precept upon precept, line upon line; even though your mind may say, “why do we have to read this again?”

 

Galatians 1:6 I am amazed that you are so soon shifting your ground, and deserting him who called you by the grace of Christ, for another gospel, (Montgomery New Testament)

 

[Are removed.] Rather, [are removing yourselves], going over to another position and thus denying the very terms of the divine call to sonship, which is in the grace of Christ. So soon. Probably not a reference to recency of conversion, for young converts are the most liable to be swayed by false teaching. If this be interpreted temporally, it means so soon after the false teachers began their work, or so soon after the apostle left the Galatians. Perhaps [manner] is intended so readily], with such an unresisting surrender. The removal was still going on, and so was not complete. There was still hope of turning the tide. But the seriousness of the defection is indicated. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Whence learn, That it is no new or strange thing to hear of new gospels, of true gospel perverters, and of false gospel teachers. We find such in the primitive and purest churches, planted even by the apostles themselves; no wonder they are found in our days, who are fallen into the very dregs of time and error together. (From William Burkitt’s Commentary)

 

Interesting the way Burkitt reminds us that these false doctrines even made their way into these early churches which were started by the apostles, yet, with itching ears, became seduced by other doctrines and spirits.
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