11 July 2005 Monday Bible study.

<opentext> Father we thank you for this day and this time that you have made available to us, that we can come to you by and through Christ Jesus to receive all that we have need of this day to abide in you through active participation in the divine nature, so that we can do your will this day.

<opentext> Rom 13:1-2, 1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. KJV

<opentext> Being subject to the higher powers. Yet, how often is it that one will not obey some of the guidelines, when it does not suit their purpose or agenda?

<chosen> the flesh has it's own agenda, but we need to keep it in subjection so that we follow Father's purpose and plan for us

<at-peace> whenever one is seeking to please self rather than Father

<opentext> That constant battle between the flesh and the spirit to see who will control which path one will walk. And we know that the Word clearly tells us that those who are operating in the flesh are not able to please God.

<opentext> Now even when those who are in leadership roles do not follow the guidelines of the law, does that give one justification to then also ignore those laws?

<at-peace> no     <chosen> no

<opentext> Yet how often do people use that as an excuse to then justify their behavior and actions?

<chosen> many do, when trying to dodge their responsibilities

<opentext> Now as we discussed a bit last week, how that the Roman government in Israel at the time of Jesus Christ was not the most just, yet did Jesus Christ spend His time criticizing them? Or pointing out of their faults and short comings?

<chosen> no   <at-peace> no, He pointed to the way of righteousness

<opentext> Ah, He pointed the way to be able to have a relationship with the Father. And we know this because He said

 to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.

<opentext> It is so simple, yet how easy is it to forget this? Or even to ignore it?

<at-peace> easy if not remaining focused on the race set before us.. the mark of the prize

<opentext> So if one is looking for loop holes in the laws of the land that one lives in, wouldn't they also then be trying to find  loop holes in God's law of faith?

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> The example Jesus Christ gave us is quite clear, for even when the Romans came to arrest Him, and He had done nothing to bring this about, He did not resist the powers that were. How often are we able to conduct ourselves in the same manner?

<chosen> only when focused on pleasing God

<opentext> Doesn't one want to try to quickly point out the injustice being done? But how quick in those situations does one seek Father for what He would have us to do?

<at-peace> no one likes to swallow injustice and sometimes when in a situation one forgets to seek Father on what to do

<opentext> Now remember at the closing of the last chapter, how Paul told us not to seek revenge, but rather to leave the vengeance to God. Not to be overcome with evil, but rather to overcome evil by good. And we should all know that

 Christ is that good and perfect gift that we have been given.

<opentext> If one is not able to remain independent of the external circumstances, how easy is for one to get pulled into

 the fracas or battle?

<chosen> can be easy if we allow it  <at-peace> a little leaven can leaven the whole lump

<opentext> We are to be in the world, but not of the world. SO if one is trying to hang onto the world with one hand, and the kingdom of God with the other, what do you think the final outcome will be?

<chosen> they would be double minded, and unstable in all their ways

<at-peace> Rev 3:16
So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
(KJV)

<opentext> The Word asks how long one will halt between two opinions. As long as one is pondering and questioning, can they ever arrive at either destination?

<chosen> no    <at-peace> no

<opentext> Often times one will know that which God is asking of us, but the flesh tries to give us a different path to follow. And then the reasoning and rationalization begins, and one tries to give justification for that which they want to do.

<opentext> The Word says to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then that which we have need of will be made available to us.

<opentext> So simple, so then why does one have such a difficult time putting God first in all that we do?

<chosen> the flesh and it's desires

<opentext> The battle between the two natures. If you do not feed our properly exercise your physical body, what will happen to it?

<chosen> it will become sick   <at-peace> it will grow weak

<opentext> So then if one neglects their spiritual man, then it to will become weak and feeble, and want to give into the lower nature which they have allowed to become the dominating factor in their life. If we keep God and His kingdom first priority in our life, then one will not have any conflict with obeying all that He asks of us, regardless of the external circumstances.
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