Bible Study Wednesday July 11, 2001

<at-peace> Father we come before you with praise and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, we pray Father that you would reveal unto each of us that which you have prepared for us that would enable us to keep our heart and mind focused in going about your work and business that you ask of each of us this day, and we thank you Father that your grace is sufficient for us this day to do and say all to your praise and glory.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15: 3For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: (KJV)

<opentext> The gift of God, salvation by and through Christ Jesus. This is what Paul delivered unto them.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:5And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul goes on to give us an account of the eyewitnesses of this fact.
<opentext> Yet, how often does one ignore or neglect, that which is written, in favor of some man's version, rather then God's account?
<opentext> Rom 10:16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? (KJV)

<opentext> Again, one must remember that Paul is addressing the Corinthians here; those people that had been acting very carnal.
<diligently> of the world often….they look to man for all things.
<his> when they are not truly seeking His approval
<opentext> Father may use other vessels to present His Word to us (and even a jackass in the case of Balaam), but do we acknowledge the vessel, or His Word?
<opentext> Gal 1:11But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> It is as one accepts the Word of God for themselves, that is when God is able to reveal His Son to the individual.
<opentext> Thus why Paul told the Philippians, to work out their own salvation, with reverence and respect to and for God.
<opentext> In writing to the Ephesians, and expounding further on the mystery, Paul said his hearts desire was to make all men see, what is the fellowship of this mystery. And in Colossians he goes on to say, this mystery is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:9For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. (KJV)
<opentext> By rejecting the gospel message (before one came to a saving knowledge), we all in a sense persecuted the church of God.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:10But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. (KJV)

<opentext> One must remember, that it is by grace through faith, that one is brought into the family of God. It is not of works, lest any man should boast.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:11Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed. (KJV)

<opentext> Not looking at the vessel, but rather weighing all things with God's Word. (Rightly dividing the Word of truth).
<opentext> What happens when one looks at the vessel, rather then He who sends the Word?
<diligently> they are then taking there eyes off Father and putting them on man.
<his> one is following man not Christ, one goes astray
<diligently> our strength comes from the Lord.
<chosen> they are looking thru the veil of the flesh and so only see the fleshly vessel, so they will only be trying to please man
<opentext> Gal 1:10For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Thus why Paul said to be followers of him, as he followed Christ.
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:12Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 14And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. (KJV)
<opentext> These verses speak quite clearly for themselves. 
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:15Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 16For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 17And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. (KJV)
<opentext> 1 Cor 15:19If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 20But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. (KJV)
<opentext> God's plan of salvation, is what is key to our belief and understanding.
<opentext> As Paul said to the Romans, that one must hold God to be true, and every man a liar, that we may be justified in our sayings, that is, in agreement with God.
<opentext> Now, because you did not get to talk personally with any of the eyewitnesses that saw Jesus Christ resurrected from the dead, you still have the choice to accept God's Word or reject it.
<opentext> For it is only by and through Christ, that one is able to become that new creation in Him. And for this to happen, Christ has to be risen from the dead, and seated at the right hand of Father, making intercession for those who chose to believe.
<opentext> This is the question we must all ask ourselves; do we believe because of what someone else has told us; or because we have allowed God to reveal His Son to us and in us?
<helpmate> because He has opened the eyes of our understanding

<at-peace> because i have allowed God to reveal His Son to me and in me
<diligently> we believe because God has revealed His son to me.
<chosen> God has revealed His Son to me
<opentext> Col 3:1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. (KJV)

<opentext> So this is key, each and every day in our walk. Recognizing that we are risen with Christ. And in maintaining this, one must keep their affections set on things above. Choosing to walk in the Spirit, and not after the desires and lusts of the flesh.
<opentext> Gal 5:16This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV)

<opentext> The flesh and the Spirit will battle each other. So the choice we have each day, is to hear and obey God and His Word, or ignore it.
<diligently> to hear Fathers word and obey it.
<opentext> Josh 24:15And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. (KJV)
<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme
<his> 1 Cor 15:10But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.
<his> reminded
<his> John 14:10 kjv Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

<opentext> good comparison....recognizing and acknowledging the source of our power.
<helpmate> o/
<opentext> yes helen
<helpmate> verse to share in regards to verse 10 also
<opentext> ok
<helpmate> 2 Cor 12:99And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. (KJV)
<opentext> and boy, do we all have infirmities of the flesh to deal with, therefore His grace is welcome, as well as sufficient.
<opentext> any other questions or comments?
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