11 January 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and this time that we can come to you, to receive from you by and through Christ Jesus, that which is essential for us to sustain us as we journey the strait and narrow path. With open hearts and mind let us hear that which you have for us this day.

<opentext> Rom 11:8, (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. KJV

Isa 56:10-12 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant. (KJV)

<opentext> There are times, that one will listen to what is being said, but in reality, they will not hear what is being said, because their total focus and attention was not what it should have been. 

<opentext> Then, there are other times, that one just sticks their fingers in their ears, hums a tune, and totally ignores that which is being said.

<opentext> God has clearly spoken His purpose and intent for mankind, so as we can see that the problem has never been on God's end, but rather on our own.

Rom 16:25-27 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> Mark 4:11-12, 11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. KJV

<opentext> Unto "you" it is given to "know" the mystery of the kingdom of God. But to those who are without the "mystery", these things are spoken in ways that only those who are sincerely seeking will hear and understand. (John 16:13-15, 1Cor 2:9-14, Heb 11:6)
<opentext> I have often thought of this in context with a riddle. Only one who truly wants to solve a riddle will pay attention to what is presented, all others will only hear bits and pieces of the evidence presented that are necessary to solve the riddle.

<opentext> How often because of our own failures, is one missing pieces of the riddle?

<chosen> anytime that we don't seek out the truth with our whole heart

<helpmate> have done that

<opentext> Mark 4:13-14, 13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 14 The sower soweth the word. KJV

<opentext> Stop and think for a moment, of how many different things people have presented as to what should be sown. Yet, how many fail to hear what Jesus Christ speaks here in regards to this teaching, this instruction, the Sower, sows the Word!

Gal 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

(KJV)

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

Allowing the Word to be sown into our heart and life…being knit together, a habitation fit for the Lord.
Gal 6:7-8 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (KJV)

<opentext> So if it is the Word that is being sown, then it shows us how vital one's hearing really is in this regards. Yet, when Father speaks, does one always give Him their full and undivided attention?

<chosen> not always   <disciple> no, not always   <helpmate> :-(

<opentext> We can look at the failures that Israel made, and yet one does not always hear why they failed. How often is it that people will make fun of others failures, and then turn around and make the same failures themselves?

<helpmate> that goes to show just how blind most people are

<disciple> most people do that, so they can seem better, but don't recognize their own faults 
<chosen> many do, often

<opentext> Rom 11:9, And David says, Let their table (their feasting, banqueting) become a snare and a trap, a pitfall and a just retribution [rebounding like a boomerang upon them]; AMP

Isa 28:7-13 But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment. For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean. Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. (KJV)

<opentext> Faith is by hearing, that is stopping all that you are otherwise occupied with, and giving full audience to God and His counsel for you. (Rom 10:17)
<opentext> Yet, how often does one allow the distractions of every day life to hinder the hearing?

<disciple> can happen if one is not always watchful and alert to hear Father's voice

<helpmate> the cares of this world can creep in when one is least expecting it

<opentext> Mark 4:15, The ones along the path are those who have the Word sown [in their hearts], but when they hear, Satan comes at once and [by force] takes away the message which is sown in them. AMP

they hear it, but don’t hear it….like Nicodemus (John 3:1-12)

John 3:9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? (KJV)
A foolish heart darkened.
<opentext> How often have you given attention to the order of distractions that Jesus Christ gave in this teaching?

<disciple> have studied that a few times

<helpmate> He was tempted in every manner as we have, yet kept in line what the Father would have Him do

<opentext> Note the first thing the enemy tries, to steal, to plunder that which you had heard and received (John 10:10); to get you to doubt that which the Father has spoken to your heart. If you begin to doubt that which you have heard in and with the heart, how long will it be before you start to question all that God says?

<disciple> not long at all    <chosen> not long   <helpmate> not very long

doubt is the greatest thief, why we are to walk by faith at all times
<opentext> Just as with Israel, once they started to doubt that which God promised them, then the mumbling and grumbling started, and soon total discontentment had set in.

Phil 2:14-16 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> Mark 4:16-17, 16 And in the same way the ones sown upon stony ground are those who, when they hear the Word, at once receive and accept and welcome it with joy;

17 And they have no real root in themselves, and so they endure for a little while; then when trouble or persecution arises on account of the Word, they immediately are offended (become displeased, indignant, resentful) and they stumble and fall away. AMP

this could be when we fall short or are ashamed of the gospel of Christ

<opentext> Then once one has begun to doubt, then they begin to question every detail of Father's counsel, and when things do not go as they had planned or expected, then they will drift or fall away. James 1:6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. (KJV)

<opentext> How often have you got upset with God, because He did not do things the way you thought that He should?

<disciple> have wondered a few times about why He has done some things the way He does

<helpmate> if we are getting upset, we need to take a step back and look at our thinking, because His word is truth

<chosen> in doing that we end up telling Him that we doubt His love for us

<opentext> Often times we only look for persecution from the outside, and yet often times it is self-inflicted, because we began to doubt God.

2 Tim 3:12-14 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; (KJV)

<opentext> How can this happen? Think about this; have you ever thought that everyone is against you? 

<opentext> Isn't that self-inflicted persecution? And now, haven't you given the devil ammunition to use against you?

<helpmate> yes     <disciple> yes

<helpmate> Eph 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (KJV)

<opentext> And how long will you be able to remain focused in and on Father's promises, with that kind of thinking rolling around in your head and heart?

<helpmate> not long at all    <disciple> no long

<chosen> you won't be, you'll be focused on only yourself

<opentext> Mark 4:19, Then the cares and anxieties of the world and distractions of the age, and the pleasure and delight and false glamour and deceitfulness of riches, and the craving and passionate desire for other things creep in and choke and suffocate the Word, and it becomes fruitless. AMP

I Jn 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)
Distractions allowed to enter in dull the hearing
<opentext> And then once you get to this stage, now every little worry and anxiety has your focus and attention, as well as what everyone else is doing. Now the Word begins to be choked out of your life, because it is only death that is being fed into the inner man.

<opentext> The Sower sows the Word! Anything else is not exactly. 

1 Cor 3:5-9 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. (KJV)
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