Bible Study Wednesday 11 December 2002

 

It is only the truth of God’s Word, that is able to set a person free, and maintain that freedom, if one will continue in the truth. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. (KJV)

 

To continue in the faith; that is, to continue in the Message delivered by and through the Word of God, Christ; the explanation of His plan and purpose for reconciliation with mankind. To continue is to abide or to live in His presence. 

 

When one first gets saved, they have somewhat of an understanding of that which God has delivered them from, but not with any great depth or understanding. As one will continue in the Word, they are then brought to that place where they can more clearly hear and understand this love and gift of God, which He has made available to us.

 

2 Peter 3:17-18 So, dearly beloved, since you have been forewarned, you must always be on your guard against being led astray by the errors of lawless men, and so against falling away from your present firmness; 18. but instead, you must continue to grow in the spiritual strength and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory now and forever! (Williams New Testament) 

 

[But grow in grace] Increase in the image and favour of God; every grace and divine influence which ye have received is a seed, a heavenly seed, which, if it be watered with the dew of heaven from above, will endlessly increase and multiply itself. He who continues to believe, love, and obey, will grow in grace, and continually increase in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, as his sacrifice, sanctifier, counselor, preserver, and final Saviour. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The life of a Christian is a growth; he is at first born of God, and is a little child; becomes a young man, and a father in Christ. Every father was once an infant; and had he not grown, he would have never been a man. Those who content themselves with the grace they received when converted to God, are, at best, in a continual state of infancy: but we find, in the order of nature, that the infant that does not grow, and grow daily, too, is sickly and soon dies; so, in the order of grace, those who do not grow up into Jesus Christ are sickly, and will soon die, die to all sense and influence of heavenly things. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

There are many who boast of the grace of their conversion; persons who were never more than babes, and have long since lost even that grace, because they did not grow in it. Let him that readeth understand. (From Adam Clarke Commentary) 
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