11 August 2005 Thursday Bible study

 

<chosen> Father we thank you for your Word and all the wisdom that you have for us. We pray that we will do all we can this day to follow your voice and allow your words to be that which lead each step that we take, as we maintain our relationship with you through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 13:10, Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. KJV

 

<opentext> So in t5hese verses, we can see how that Paul is showing us, telling us that this love of God that has been shed abroad within the believers heart by the Holy Ghost, has to be kept activated within one's life.

<opentext> Many talk about God's love, but how many really allow this love to be at the forefront of their life? To be that actual basis and standard by which they live?

<chosen> only those that love Him with their whole heart, their first love

<disciple> most do...but it's a love for themselves...not putting others first

<greg> no man can serve two masters, so for Gods love to be activated, they have to let go of their love of this world, and the things of it

<opentext> Let's look at it this way for a moment; before you were a part of God's family, what kind of neighbor were you? How lovable in the Godly sense, were you?

<disciple> loved to please...that was from the flesh, but not spiritual love

<greg> i woke up ill many a morning, and wasn’t a happy camper to myself or my neighbors

<helpmate> tried to please man....not being a servant of Christ

<opentext> And even for many Christians, they do not have any concept of what the love of God is truly about. They only get the perspective of man, since they have not been able to establish an intimate relationship with God for themselves.

<opentext> And since the only kind of love they know or understand is the worldly love, this is all that they are able to show forth in their life.

<opentext> But, even after being a part of God's family; even after being able to experience and taste His love, how easy is it to take this love, this relationship for granted?

<disciple> we can become complacent in our walk, taking everything for granted, if we don't keep our mind renewed each day in the Word

<helpmate> very easy if one does not keep themselves renewed on a day by day basis

<chosen> easy if we neglect to nurture and treasure it

<greg> its being consistent, instant in season and out, especially when things are going good, one needs to watch and pray always, not letting down their guard

<opentext> Now let us also remember, that faith works by love. So if the love of God has waned within one's life, what is that going to do to their faith?

<helpmate> it will also go in the same direction

<greg> one will be setting their affection on things on earth rather than the things above

<disciple> will make it very weak shield of faith

<chosen> faith will be replaced by fear

<opentext> Rom 13:11, Besides this you know what [a critical] hour this is, how it is high time now for you to wake up out of your sleep (rouse to reality). For salvation (final deliverance) is nearer to us now than when we first believed (adhered to, trusted in, and relied on Christ, the Messiah). AMP

 

<opentext> How often is it that you think of each and every moment as a critical moment in regards to your salvation?

<disciple> don't often see it that way, but i should

<opentext> For a moment think on Matthew 25, and the 10 virgins, and we know that 5 were wise and that 5 were foolish. We also know that they all slept. So what does it take to awake one out of that slumber? How sure are you that you will hear His voice at the right time?

<chosen> confident in where i'm at this day

<disciple> i pray i will, but it takes a constant training, listening for that still small voice on a minute to minute basis

<helpmate> if one does not keep the spirit fed on a daily basis, He may not have enough energy to hear the call

<greg> it takes a now faith operation, dealing with today & forgetting the things behind, and not taking thought for tomorrow

<opentext> Let me also ask this question; why did the 5 wise go to sleep in the first place?

<helpmate> they got lazy...they let one day slip...then two days....then...and it gets easier each time to let another day slip

<disciple> they got tired, not renewing their strength with Father, and got dull of hearing

<opentext> How often is it that one rests on previous accomplishments? And in doing this, how easy is it for one to then become complacent?

<chosen> living on previous accomplishments is like eating stale bread, rather than the daily manna fresh from Father's throne of grace

<disciple> it's now faith...not about what we accomplished in the past...it's what we are doing today...if one brags about their past accomplishments, they are looking backwards

<helpmate> it can become very easy is one thinks more highly of themselves than they ought

<opentext> And when one has this kind of attitude, isn't it easier then to take an extra snooze?

<helpmate> yes     <disciple> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> Rev 3:17Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: (KJV)

<greg> people judge things by the outward, and not the inward

<opentext> even many so called Christians are this way

<greg> that’s what i was thinking of, how many think only in the outward blessings and not the spiritual blessings we have been blessed with
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