Bible Study Sunday 11 August 2002

 

What is your response, when things do not go or turn out as “you expect them to”?

 

Romans 5:1-5 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. KJV

 

Romans 5:1-5 Since we have been given right standing with God through faith, then let us continue enjoying peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2. by whom we have an introduction through faith into this state of God's favor, in which we safely stand; and let us continue exulting in the hope of enjoying the glorious presence of God. 3. And not only that, but this too: let us continue exulting in our sufferings, for we know that suffering produces endurance, 4. and endurance, tested character, and tested character, hope, 5. and hope never disappoints us; for through the Holy Spirit that has been given us, God's love has flooded our hearts. (Williams New Testament)

 

[Tribulation worketh patience] Endurance under trials, without sustaining loss or deterioration. It is a metaphor taken from refining metals. We do not speak thus from any sudden raptures, or extraordinary sensations we may have of spiritual joy: for we find that the tribulations through which we pass are the means of exercising and increasing our patience, our meek forbearance of injuries received, or persecutions experienced, on account of the Gospel. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[Experience, hope] For we thus calculate, that, he who has supported us in the past will support us in those which may yet come; and as we have received so much spiritual profiting by means of the sufferings through which we have already passed, we may profit equally by those which are yet to come: and this hope prevents us from dreading coming trials; we receive them as means of grace, and find that all things work together for good to them that love God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The more attentive one has been to Father and His Word, the more one is able to overcome any obstacle this present evil world may throw or place in their way or path. Just as in the parking lot of a shopping center, they have what are called speed bumps. These are used to cause people to slow down and be attentive to the pedestrians that are walking. Yet, how often does one see them as a nuisance or an annoyance?

 

God’s Word should cause us to slow down, and to be more observant. Yet, how often do you see His Word as an annoyance?
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