11 April 2005 Monday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for each of us that will encourage and enable us to hold fast the profession of faith regardless of the external circumstances that in all things you may be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 12:1. So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life — your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life — and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. [The Message]

<opentext> This morning when one awoke, and get ready to rise out of bed, what was the first thing you did? Was it to notice all of the faculties that God has blessed you with this day to be able to serve Him, or was it to mumble and grumble because you had to get out of bed?

<disciple> it was a bit of the latter

<opentext> Notice how this translation says that we should take our everyday life— your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life —and present it to God as a living sacrifice.

<opentext> Now if we can not start the day off with this attitude of gratitude, do you really think then that one will be able to do it throughout the rest of the day?

<chosen> no

<opentext> So what do you think one could call this constant attitude of gratitude that we should be operating in every moment of our every day life?

<at-peace> now faith

<chosen> our love for God... walking in the Spirit, in the newness of life He has blessed us with

<opentext> Ahhh, now faith. But why should we call it now faith?

<at-peace> because we are to forget those things behind so that we can focus on now this moment in serving Father being ready instant in season and out of season 

<opentext> Now faith, our [the believer] standard for life and living.

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit. 

<opentext> Now faith! This moment, this very second, of that which I am able to hear from God, for not only guidance on where I am going, but also that which is able to sustain me during the journey. Yet how often do the cares, concerns, worries of this life take center stage before the Message that has been delivered?

<disciple> hopefully, all of those things are given to Father before, during and after the message has been delivered

<chosen> when we try to sort them out rather than allowing Father to lead us through them

<opentext> So then where is one's focus if they are always telling Father about all of the short-comings that they think they have?

<at-peace> in the past and not in the now

<disciple> He asks us to cast our cares on Him, then we can hear His correction or guidance to move forward

<chosen> on self and it's fleshly ways

<opentext> To walk by Faith, Paul tells us, and not by sight, that is not by the external circumstances that try to direct and control us by emotions, rather then by operating in the new life of the Spirit.

<opentext> Rom 12:2 Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. [The Message]

<opentext> How often does a person do things, sort of automatically, because of the way they have done, or reacted to things in the past?

<chosen> habits can be hard to break out of without self discipline in God’ s Ways

<opentext> So we can see then, that often times people react to things because of preprogrammed responses. Yet, the Word tells us that we should be living, thinking on those things that are pleasing to God. Isn't this going to take a sincere effort in and on the part of the believer?

<at-peace> yes

<disciple> yes, to live in now faith, and not think or concentrate on things or habits of the past

<chosen> yes

<opentext> So if one is not presenting themselves to God a living sacrifice, where do you think their focus is at?

<disciple> if one was not doing that, their focus would be on the devil's realm...not God's

<chosen> on self rather than on God

<opentext> Like this translation says in verse 2, don't become so well adjusted to this culture that you fit into it without even realizing it, but rather hear this Message given to us by Father, so that we have up to date guidelines on how one should be living their life. One could think of it as up to date virus protection, that prevents anyone or anything from trying to hijack one's thoughts. Now faith! God's up to date guidance for my life, today.
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