Bible Study Thursday 11 April 2002


God’s plan of reconciliation, or restoration, was established before the foundation of the world, are you for or against His plan?

1 Corinthians 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. KJV


Anytime one tries to add to or take away from the plan of restoration that God has put into place before the world began, they have placed themselves in open rebellion against God. Yet, how often is it, that when one rejects God’s counsel, do they really consider it as rebellion against God, or openly quarreling with God?

 


Now, we must remember that the current series that we have been covering, is “it’s a matter of fact.” And that in this we have seen that God tells us, that if we love Him, we will keep, adhere to, abide in His commandments, or authoritative prescription for that which is able to restore our spiritual life and relationship with God.

 

Colossians 1:21-23 And you, estranged as you once were and even hostile in your minds, amidst your evil deeds, 22 He has now, in His human body, reconciled to God by His death, to bring you, holy and faultless and irreproachable, into His presence; 23  if, indeed, you are still firmly holding to faith as your foundation, without ever shifting from your hope that rests on the Good News that you have heard, which has been proclaimed in the whole creation under Heaven, (Weymouth translation)

 

Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, (KJV)

 


Alienated by those thoughts which you developed within your mind, that then produced a lifestyle contrary to God’s authoritative prescription. Going about to establish one’s own rules to justify your way of living.

 


If you decide to participate in a sport, and you decide not to comply with the established rules, what would happen to you? And what if you had a continued disregard for the rules? So, what happens when we disregard God’s rules for restoration? And what happens when one develops a continued rejection of God’s rules for restoration?

 

John 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. (KJV)

 


Yet, how often is it that one is more concerned with what everyone else is doing, rather than working out their own salvation?

Hence, we learn that it is impossible to retain a sense of God's pardoning love, without continuing in the obedience of faith. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

How often is it, that one is more apt to listen to man’s opinion of what God’s Word says, rather than going to God for His explanation?

 

Continue ye in my love. Accept no substitutes. 10. The enjoyment of the Saviour's love is conditioned on keeping his commandments. This is no arbitrary requirement, for Christ has operated under this rule himself in his relation to the Father. The disciple is not above his Lord. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Aren’t man’s traditions and doctrines a substitute for that which God has provided? 

 


That therefore he abode in his Father's love because he kept his Father's law: I have kept my Father's commandments, as Mediator, and so abide in his love. Hereby he showed that he continued to love his Father, that he went on, and went through, with his undertaking, and therefore the Father continued to love him. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 


How could he mediate, unless He was familiar with both God and man?

 

We having broken the law of creation, and thereby thrown ourselves out of the love of God; Christ satisfied for us by obeying the law of redemption, and so he abode in his love, and restored us to it. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Not that their continuance in the heart's love and affection of Christ depended upon their observation of his commands; for as the keeping of them is not the cause or reason of the saints having an interest in the love of Christ, so it is not the cause or reason of their abiding in it; but to such that observe the commandments of Christ he will continue to make further discoveries of his love, and let them see more clearly and largely what a value he has for them, and how much he loves them: or the sense is, that by keeping the commandments of Christ, his disciples and followers show that they love him, and continue in their affection to him: (From John Gill’s Commentary)

 

He abode in the love of the Father by a life of perfect obedience. So we must abide in his love. (Peoples NT commentary)

 


Usually, when one thinks that they are sacrificing for God, they have set up their own terms and conditions, and thus make an open rejection of God’s master plan. Thus, why the Word tells us, that to obey is better than sacrifice. Jesus Christ has paid the ultimate sacrifice, so now it is up to us to adhere to, abide, to be obedient to His authoritative prescription, which is able to bring about the complete restoration (salvation) of a person.
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