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<renewed> Father we thank you for this day, and this time to come together to once again feed from the spiritual banquet table you have prepared for each of us. We ask Father that as we open our hearts and ears to hear all that you would have for us, that it would be that which would draw us closer to You.  Let us rejoice together as we are so thankful for all that You have done and are doing in each of our lives, and we give you all the praise, honor and glory, and thank you for all of this through your Son Jesus Christ…

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:4, And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: (KJV)

<opentext> If we look at the vessel that Father is using, then we are listening to flesh and blood, and we are in for some rough times. Though God may use apostles and prophets to bring forth the mystery of the gospel, we have to remember that they are but vessels for Father's use. It is still the Spirit of God that is speaking through them. How often is it, that we think that everyone else is a little more special, or has a little more going for them with God,

 then what we do??

<mizpah> too often

<renewed> often

<diligently> lots

<at-peace> often

<shama> very often

<opentext> Deut 10:17-18  For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward:


<opentext> 18
He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. (KJV)

<opentext> He regards not persons, nor can He be bribed or bought!

<opentext> def. for terrible....

<opentext> 3372  yare' (yaw-ray'); a primitive root; to fear; morally, to revere; caus. to

 frighten:  KJV-- affright, be (make) afraid, dread (-ful), (put in) fear (-ful, -fully, -ing), (be had in) reverence (-end), X see, terrible (act, -ness, thing).

<opentext> He is worthy to be praised would be another way of looking at that word.  

<opentext> Deut 16:19-20  Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous.  That which is altogether just shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live, and inherit the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. (KJV)

<opentext> Why do we have such a hard time, believing that Father does not respect persons?

<mizpah> because we have been trained to be that way in the world so many years

<renewed> because satan would like us to believe otherwise ... and that is an instrument for envy and division then

<opentext> good points.  How often is it, in man's denominations, is it thsoe

 that give the best gifts, that are elevated the most? 

<renewed> almost always

<mizpah> all the time

<diligently> always

<shama> so often....money buys them power, so some think

<help-fish> most often

<opentext> and yet here, Father says that gifts blind the receiver, and perverts their knowledge of the Word....as well as gives a false sense of security to the giver.

<opentext> 2 Chr 19:7  Wherefore now let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the LORD our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts.
 (KJV)

<opentext> if we are constantly thinking less of ourselves, how can we possibly hear and receive all that Father has for us?

<help-fish> we won't be able to

<at-peace> we won't be able to

<mizpah> we can't...we limit ourselves by not receiving, because Father has given it all, equally, to all of us.

<diligently> we cant

<opentext> However, we have to remember that there is a fine line there in remaining humble, and being lifted up with pride. that is one reason why we have to not look at the

 vessel that Father is using, but look at what is being delivered through the vessel.

<renewed> one is just as hampering to our spiritual growth as the other ...

<opentext> exactly...that fine line of the straight and narrow path, that cuts through the center of the two, leading to Father's house

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> is that line, admitting that we make mistakes, and taking responsibility for it, without cutting ourselves down?

<opentext> yes

<mizpah> saying we made stupid mistakes, but not that we are stupid for making the mistakes?

<opentext> He has paid the price in full for our redemption....so to not accept His forgiveness and cleansing of ALL unrighteousness...would be to deny the work Jesus Christ did. a better way of saying it would be... that we gave heed to stupid counsel, and thus made mistakes, but to now accept the full pardon, and continue on in the Word

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> are we sinning if we call our selves stupid?

<opentext> my Bible says, that all that He created is good, and to call ourselves stupid and such, is then calling God a liar

<diligently> yes, and that would be sinning

<opentext> so then it is not a wise thing to call ourselves stupid

<diligently> yes or think it.

<opentext> judy, also remember to allow God to work with you where He has you at, not where you see where others are at

<diligently> yes

<help-fish> He will work with us one word at a time

<opentext> Job 34:19  How much less to him that accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor? for they all are the work of his hands.  
 (KJV)

<opentext> each and every person is precious with Father, man is the one that has put a grading system in and on himself.  

<opentext> Rom 2:11  For there is no respect of persons with God.
  (KJV)

<opentext> is Paul the apostle any more special to God than you?

<at-peace> no

<mizpah> ummm....no

<renewed> no

<help-fish> no

<shama> no but we often think so

<diligently> no

<opentext> yes we do, for as the devil can get us to think that way, he is then able to steal from us, the knowledge that Father wants to open to us.  

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> how is that?

<opentext> well, if we think that Paul was special, and that only he could hear from God that way, then what hope is there for you? how can you then have a conversation with God, without Father holding things back from you?

<diligently> oh right. God wouldn't waste His time on me then.

<opentext> we have been reading this morning, how God is not a respecter of persons, yet the devil will be quick to tell us that Paul or so and so, is just a little bit better then us, and they is why they hear more from Father. anyone heard that before??

<diligently> yes

<renewed> yes

<shama> yeah

<help-fish> yup

<at-peace> ummmm...yes

<mizpah> oh, yeh

<opentext> faith comes by ______?

<mizpah> hearing

<help-fish> hearing

<renewed> hearing

<shama> hearing

<at-peace> hearing

<opentext> and _______ by the Word of God!

<mizpah> hearing

<diligently> hearing

<renewed> hearing

<at-peace> hearing

<shama> hearing

<opentext> so then, what we receive from Father, is totally dependent on how well we learn to hear, listen to Father?

<mizpah> yes

<renewed> yes

<diligently> yes

<help-fish> yes

<shama> yeah

<at-peace> yes it is

<opentext> Gal 2:6  But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me: (KJV)

<opentext> do you think Paul got to this place over night, to where

 he quit looking at who was standing in front of him?

<help-fish> no

<mizpah> no way

<shama> no

<diligently> no

<at-peace> no

<renewed> no it was probably many years

<diligently> I'm sure he moved a lot faster then us, don't you think?

<opentext> judy...lol...no, for Paul had a lot more things to overcome than most of us do.  however, through the wisdom and knowledge that Father opened to Paul, we are able to get there sooner, if we heed and give heed to Father's counsel given through him.  

<opentext> Eph 6:9  And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him.  (KJV)

<diligently> oh right…we can learn from paul, and not make the same mistakes he did.

<opentext> how often is it that people hold the position they have been given over others?

<mizpah> most do, that is in the world/flesh.

<at-peace> in this world... quite often

<shama> often

<opentext> how about even in the so-called church?

<diligently> all the time

<shama> often

<help-fish> yes, then too

<opentext> so whenever the flesh gets in the way...it truly does

 cloud our vision?

<at-peace> yes it does

<shama> oh yeah

<mizpah> yes, it sure does!

<help-fish> very much so

<diligently> yes

<diligently> i don't even hear right, in my flesh

<opentext> Col 3:11  Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.  (KJV)

<opentext> so even as we are looking for the one more, we can not form prejudices can we?

<renewed> no we can't

<help-fish> no

<at-peace> nope

<diligently> no

<shama> not at all

<mizpah> nope...we want point one more to Father if we do.

<at-peace> we need to remember who is in the heart of every stranger

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Col 3:25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons. (KJV)

<opentext> if they will not receive that which Father has asked us to share, we merely shake the dust from our feet, and move on down the path. 

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> so if we do wrong like calling or thinking unkind things, we can ask Father to forgive us, when we realize it…and he will then for give us…and we move on.

<help-fish> exactly

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:17-19  And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:  (KJV)

<opentext> there are not enough riches in this world for one to purchase their salvation. nor is there anyone family that have exclusive rights to Father's heritage. it is only by and through Jesus Christ that we are able to come before Father to be able to receive the gift of life

<diligently> that is why we are learning what our heritage is, right.

<opentext> correct. what it is to be a child of God, and what our rights and authority are through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour.   

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:4, And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: (KJV)

<opentext> so, as we started this morning, we see that Paul was making a statement of fact, that he did not use man's wisdom or knowledge to present the Word of God....but spoke as the Spirit of God gave him utterance. Paul did not play favorites with whom he shared the Word of God with. those that would take the time to hear, and seek further the things of God, Paul always had time for them. 

<opentext> Col 1:25-26  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:


(KJV)

<opentext> as we learn and grow in God's Word, we need to become as our brother Paul was, that we do not try to impress people with our knowledge or our words, but rather be willing to share the hope that is within us, when asked of it

<opentext> Col 1:27-28  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> one thing to take note of here, is that Paul says teaching every man...singular...one more....as Father directs our feet down the path. today, this day, remember that if there had only been you, Father would have still asked Hid Son to take you place, so that you too could live forever with Him. and as such, Father wants to open to you, and show to you, all that you have received as His child so that you are able to

 make it through this world and to get home. God in NO respecter of persons!!! you are special in His eyes!! today, this day, has your understanding been opened more??? we will pick up here tomorrow, any questions from today??

<diligently> i cant help wondering what we will do when we are not ever in our flesh any more.

<help-fish> it will be heaven!

<diligently> oh my…really sis.

