10 November 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ, so that we have that opportunity to be a part of your family, by hearing the Message that He delivered to us, and then becoming active participants of His divine nature, enabling us to live a life that is pleasing to you.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:15 But if your brother is being pained or his feelings hurt or if he is being injured by what you eat, [then] you are no longer walking in love. [You have ceased to be living and conducting yourself by the standard of love toward him.] Do not let what you eat hurt or cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died! AMP

 

<opentext> Rom 14:16, Do not therefore let what seems good to you be considered an evil thing [by someone else]. [In other words, do not give occasion for others to criticize that which is justifiable for you.] AMP

 

<opentext> Learning to be a wise steward with the which the Lord has entrusted us with. One can have a good set of cookware, but that does not necessarily mean that the perfect dinner is going to be prepared.

<opentext> So along with the gift of Jesus Christ, comes the responsibility of learning all that it is that we have received, and then hearing the proper instructions on how the gift is applied to and in our lives.

<opentext> Yet, how many people really want to take responsibility for this gift that they have received? Don't most want Father to do everything for them?

<disciple> yes, they do...they become lazy…once a person becomes spiritually lazy, they have lost their focus

<opentext> Many want to apply the gospel Message to their lives the way they see best for themselves, rather then hearing Father's counsel. Again, the key is in learning to do all to please Father. So how is it that one can be sure that they are seeking to please Father, rather then themselves? 

<disciple> see if what they hear lines up with what Father asks in His Word...if the peace that passes understanding is not there, it isn't from Father

<opentext> We all should know by now, that if one strays that Father will chasten and rebuke those who He loves. So if one strays a bit, the correction will be there. If we are traveling the proper path, then His Spirit will be there to encourage us and prod us on.

<opentext> Now as one lives their life for the Lord, they have the choice also as how to present it, or be that example of the believer. Many try to force what they believe on others. How responsive do you think people will be to this method?

<disciple> they get defensive and don't want to hear it

<opentext> They will get defensive, they will begin to cower away from you, and will then try to avoid any contact with you.

<opentext> And what about those that go the opposite way, and think that they can with their emotions and carnal love, be overprotective of those who they are working with?

<disciple> they shield them from maturing in Christ, and they stay babes...or never get saved, because they are living off of another person's salvation

<opentext> So we can see that there is a proper balance as to how we will live our life to and for the Lord. Thus why one studies to show themselves approved unto God, and because they take the time and put forth the effort to hear His counsel and properly apply it to their life, then they will have no reason to be ashamed when they stand before Him.

<opentext> Or as another way Paul put it, when we were babes and children, we lived and developed. But when it becomes time to mature and move on, one then has to put away the childish things and move on in maturity.

<opentext> Yet, how many of those that are asked to move on to maturity, want to remain with the security of remaining in and on the milk of the Word? They do not want to take any responsibility for this gift that they have received?

<disciple> they want to sit around the table and be fed, rather than training their ear to hear Father for what they have need of

<opentext> So we can see then that one has to have the proper motivation [wanting to please Father] if they are going to move on in their walk with Him. And their attitude in this is not only going to affect themselves, but also those who are around them.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:17, [After all] the kingdom of God is not a matter of [getting the] food and drink [one likes], but instead it is righteousness (that state which makes a person acceptable to God) and [heart] peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. AMP

<opentext> Most people go through life only wanting to go through a buffet line, so that they can only take those things that they like. And this is the same attitude or principle that they think that they can apply to God and His Word as well.

<opentext> So how is it then, that one can have and maintain a proper attitude with God, so that they will be that example that He wants them to be?

<disciple> stay in the Word and stay hungry to please Father in all things

<opentext> You are to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness. Yet, how often is this the way that people line things up when they make decisions or choices?

<disciple> usually that happens after their ways come crashing down...they they blame Father or ask Him to fix it for them

<opentext> So once one begins to forget the value and treasure of the gift, then they will establish their own rules and guidelines for their life and walk. Thus why we are to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, so that our wants a desires stay in line with His.
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