10 May 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship together with you and with one another that in and through all things we will be encouraged and strengthened through your words of life and truth that enable us to remain faithful and obedient and continue on the strait and narrow path home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:7-8, 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. KJV

<opentext> Our faith should not stand in the wisdom of man, but rather in and of the power of God. And for those that are operating in the lower nature, they are not able to comprehend this mystery, since everything is judged by their own understanding.

<opentext> How often is it, that that which we were taught by man, has an adverse effect on that which God speaks to us?

<disciple> many times...we have to keep renewing our mind with the  Word of God, rejecting the years of false teaching of men

<at-peace> as often as one leans to their own understanding in whatever the situation may be instead of going to the source of all truth

<opentext> And notice how Paul says that it is a hidden wisdom. That it is not something that is there that is able to be observed by casual observation.

<opentext> And yet, how many people are casual about the Word?

<disciple> most are

<at-peace> many begin in the Spirit, but revert to the flesh following man's traditions and doctrines

<opentext> Even for ourselves, how often is it that we miss things, because of a casual attitude?

<at-peace> probably more often than we realize

<disciple> have missed things in a scripture that i have read many a time...and then one day, i hear it

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:9-10, 9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. KJV

<opentext> When one depends upon the faculties of their lower nature to try to comprehend those things that God has prepared for man, he is not able to observe or comprehend them. Thus why Paul is clear to say that the eye, ear or heart of man is not able to comprehend that which God has prepared for us.

<opentext> But, God has revealed them unto us by His Spirit. So think about that for a moment, that if God has revealed them unto us, then it has to be something that can be seen, can be observed.

<opentext> Before the reality of Christ is apparent to the believer, think about how many scripture verse that you read, and yet they were nothing more then written words upon the page. But when you began to be a partaker of His divine nature, then all of a sudden, those words became alive and real.

<opentext> When one first got saved, they had a hard time comprehending that one would be able to hear the voice of God, in spite of the fact that the Word said that His sheep hear His voice.

<opentext> So how much more difficult is it for one to be able to accept the fact that we are supposed to be able to see and observe in the realm of His Spirit?

<disciple> when i first got saved, that would not have been what i believed, however, as i matured in the Word, i came to understand that

<opentext> And even after one begins to see, how often is it that they still often times doubt that which they see [have revealed to them by His Spirit]?

<at-peace> whenever one is starts to look at the external circumstances the focus becomes unclear 

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:11-13, 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. KJV

<opentext> "That we might know" the things that are freely given to us of God! They are freely given to us, but one has to make the effort to receive these things that are freely given, and then comprehend how they are to be activated within ones life.

<opentext> Look at it this way; let's say that you received instructions for a product, that took a great deal of sight to set it up and learn to operate it, but all you had was the manual, and were not able to see the product. How hard of a time would you have understanding the instruction manual, without being able to observe the product?

<at-peace> would be difficult if one was not able to visualize what it is to look like

<opentext> So then what happens when man read God's instruction manual, without being able to see what God is talking about [being a partaker of the divine nature]?

<disciple> impossible to comprehend….<at-peace> it would be foolishness to them

<opentext> 1Cor 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. KJV

<opentext> So we can "see" then, that one has to be able to hear His vocie, so that they can observe that which he is talking about, so that which is freely given to them, may be properly appropriated into their life, and operated according to His instructions.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:14-15, 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. KJV

<opentext> The natural man, those that are not walking in the Spirit, will "see" as foolishness those things that God reveals within the realm of His Spirit. Just as most take the air for granted because they cannot see it, so to they will go right past those things that God has freely given to us, because they are walking and observing things in the flesh, rather then in the realm of His Spirit.

<at-peace> verse to share...2 Cor 4:18, While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
KJV
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