10 May 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship to hear and partake of your Word that you have prepared for us that will strengthen, keep and sustain us through this day and we pray that we will be attentive to all that you speak to us that is all that we do and say this day will bring you the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Amos 8:11-12, 11 "Oh yes, Judgment Day is coming!" These are the words of my Master GOD. "I'll send a famine through the whole country. It won't be food or water that's lacking, but my Word. 12 People will drift from one end of the country to the other, roam to the north, wander to the east. They'll go anywhere, listen to anyone, hoping to hear GOD's Word — but they won't hear it. (The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Study Friday night started off with a speech that one of the senators in our country, gave before the US Senate, using Amos as the text for his message, on what spiritual dire straits our country is in at the present time.

<opentext> And it should be a reminder for us, how easily it is that one can stray from the truth, if they are listening and following people instead of God.

<opentext> From there Father went to a portion of Acts, as follows:

 

<opentext> Acts 20:25-31, 25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. 26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. KJV

 

<opentext> It is easy to read and hear these passages of scriptures, and look right by what Father is trying to tell us. One of the things that Paul sees here in talking with these people, is that shortly after his departure, is that troubles are going to arise from within, and without. People often speculate, why Paul would say something like this, yet, the answer is quite obvious if one listens to Father.

<opentext> Paul saw that the people had Paul on the pedestal, rather then Jesus Christ. The people heard and quoted Paul, rather then having the ability to say that they heard the voice and wisdom of God. How easy of a trap is that to fall into?

<disciple> very easy if one tries to build a relationship with Father through a person and never really gets to know Jesus Christ personally

<mike> until Christ is fully formed in each of us... it is something that easily happens to people

<chosen> it depends on where one’s focus is at, each day, moment by moment

<opentext> Paul is clear to say, that he declared unto them all the counsel of God which he had heard for them. Yet, I am sure that many of the people in operating in the fleshly nature, thought Paul was picking on them, and making an example of them before the rest of the people. Have you ever felt that way when God has tried to talk with you?

<mike> yup   <chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> The importance of learning to hear and distinguish the voice and Word of God from man. So that one is able to live off of and from each and every Word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God. Learning to establish and maintain our relationship with God, not dependent upon anyone or anything else.

<opentext> And the thing that amazes me, is that Paul was there to teach and instruct them for 3 years, and yet we are able to observe how few became rooted and grounded in the truth. So, should it surprise us, when we are able to observe so many walking away from the truth?

<disciple> no  <chosen> no   <mike> no  <at-peace> no

 

<opentext> Eph 4:11-14, 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; KJV

 

<opentext> Now notice, He gave those in the position of instructing His people, for the purpose of bringing unity in the faith, AND a knowledge of the Son of God [Christ]. Not to build up followings for themselves, as one has to remember that it is His Church. Those sent to teach, are supposed to be servants, not use the people as servants for themselves. Yet, is this the example that we often see?

<chosen> no

<disciple> not often...most are there for the numbers they can gather

<at-peace> no

<mike> not at all.... the building leaders in most cases say one thing and do another

 

<opentext> Striving for maturity, in the measure, of the stature of Christ. Being imitators of Him, not any person.

 

<opentext> Eph 4:14 No prolonged infancies among us, please. We'll not tolerate babes in the woods, small children who are an easy mark for impostors. (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> How often does it seem that people want to remain as babes in Christ? not wanting to grow or develop in Him?

<disciple> many are that way, not wanting to take on the responsibility for their own salvation

<mike> it takes a whole hearted effort to grow and persevere... easier to follow someone who would instruct otherwise

<chosen> many.... not wanting to be fully committed to His will and purpose... riding the fence

<at-peace> many begin in the Spirit but revert to the flesh.. having need that one teach them again the first oracles of God

<opentext> And why does this happen, that the people do not want to grow or develop? Could it be because as we saw at the beginning of study, that people have not learned to hear the voice and Word of God for themselves, and thus have created a famine in their own life?

<disciple> yes   <chosen> yes

<mike> looking for spiritual food in the flesh (after having tasted of the spirit)

<at-peace> have become dull of hearing

 

<opentext> So they become tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine that blows through their town. Running to every event that comes along, hoping to find something that will give their flesh a new thrill. They have not learned how to live and walk in the Spirit of Christ. Thus, they are easily led astray. They are easily duped into following new fads or doctrines.

 

<opentext> Eph 4:15-16, 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. KJV

<opentext> Is it always easy to speak the truth in love?

<disciple> no  <at-peace> no  <mike> no   <chosen> no

 

<opentext> It is only as the truth is the foundation in our life, that is one able to grow up into Him in all things, and begin to arrive at maturity in Him.

<opentext> Each part of the body [remember it is His body, singular] is essential for fitting together, and working together with one goal [the mark of the Prize] and one purpose [the will of God], that we all may be built up in Him.

<opentext> Today, you have that opportunity, that privilege, of being His representative in all that you say, and all that you do.
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