10 March 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

 

[<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we have to fellowship with you by and through Christ Jesus. With open hearts and minds we come before you for the nourishment that we have need of to sustain us through this day in now faith.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:1-3, 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; KJV

 

<opentext> When one remembers the Message delivered to them by and through Christ Jesus, and have applied it to their life, then they have peace with God, and can rejoice in whatever tribulations or pressures may be transpiring within their life, because they are confident of the victory that Father has made available to them. This is the patience [consistency] that one then develops in their relationship with Him.

<opentext> Another way of looking at tribulations, is by looking at it as the pressures this world tries to put on the Christian, in order to get their focus on the problems of this present evil world. Thus we can see why Paul tells us that we are to walk by faith, and not by sight.

<opentext> It is as the believer keeps near and dear to their heart the Message delivered, that they have that inner peace with God, and are able to remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, far above the problems of this world. It is when one concentrates on the wrong things, that they are pulled down into the mess.

<opentext> As the believer continues in the faith, and remains grounded and settled in the truth of His Word, then they develop a consistency within their life, of turning to God first, in each and every situation.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that God is not the first person one seeks, when pressures arise?

<chosen> not always

<disciple> since He is all powerful and all loving, He certainly should be, but for many, He is the last resort

 

<opentext> If God is not the first person sought in these situations, what kind of patience or consistency is one then developing within their life?

<disciple> none

 

<opentext> What is it then for one to be consistent? Let's look at the following verse, which should be a good reminder for us:

<opentext> John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. KJV

 

<opentext> Without Him, we can do NOTHING!

<opentext> Being consistent in the Word, is for one to remember that they can do ALL things through Christ who is there strength.

 

<opentext> Consistently turning to Him for all counsel. Christ, the power and wisdom of God.

<opentext> Rom 5:3-4, 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: KJV

<opentext> Patience or consistency, then brings about maturity.

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:11, I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Now, even though we have been given all of the tools necessary to be loyal to Father, how often does one act mature?

 

<disciple> sometimes not

<chosen> we need to be growing and maturing daily

 

<opentext> So why is it that one does not always act mature? Allowing the pressures of this world to sway your thinking?

<disciple> that and complacency at times

<at-peace> a little leaven can and will if allowed leaven the whole lump

 

<opentext> Have we put away the childish things in our life? Or does one still throw tantrums at times?

<disciple> :-(  at times we insist on having it our way...which leads to disaster

 

<opentext> Consistency brings about maturity, and maturity brings about a clear expectation [hope] of the promises that God has made to those who choose to follow His Word. We are supposed to grow up into Him in all things. Yet, if one only picks and chooses that which they want to mature in, how developed will the be?

<chosen> not fully developed, there will be areas where we lack

<disciple> they will be underdeveloped, not being strong enough to face the tribulations in life

<at-peace> for many it can be ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth…the full assurance of faith

 

<opentext> Good answers. They will never develop to where they can resist the pressures of this life, but will constantly be swayed by each and every doctrine that blows through.

 

<opentext> Eph 4:15-16, 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> It is the truth that sets us free, and enables one to remain free, in the liberty that is only in Christ.

 

Eph 4:14, that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; (KJV)

 

<opentext> The truth is what exposes the pressures for what they are. Thus why we are to grow up [mature] into Him in all things, so that we no longer act and live like fickled children.

<opentext> As one matures, they develop a clearer vision of the promises of God, and thus their expectation of arriving at them grows and develops as well.

<opentext> So we can see how these verses tie together, to bring about growth, maturity, in the believers life.
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