Bible Study Monday 10 June 2002


 

One is born into this world with the nature of sin in them. God has made a way available to us, to escape this corruption.

2 Peter 1:3-4 because His divine power has given us everything that is needful for life and piety, through our full knowledge of Him who through His glory and excellence has called us to Him. 4. It is through these that He has given us His precious and glorious promises, so that through them, after you have escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of evil desires, you may come to share in the divine nature. (William's New Testament)
 

[That by these ye might be partakers] The object of all God's promises and dispensations was to bring fallen man back to the image of God, which he had lost. This, indeed, is the sum and substance of the religion of Christ. We have partaken of an earthly, sensual, and devilish nature; the design of God by Christ is to remove this, and to make us partakers of the Divine nature; and save us from all the corruption in principle and fact which is in the world; the source of which is lust, irregular, unreasonable, inordinate, and impure desire; desire to have, to do, and to be, what God has prohibited, and what would be ruinous and destructive to us were the desire to be granted. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Two cannot walk together unless they are in agreement. This is why one must come into agreement with God and His Word. Each of us has the ability to believe God, since we know that God is not a respecter of persons. Yet, how often does the world influence us, more than His Word?

 

It is as one continues, abides, or lives within the truth of God’s Word that they are set free, and that liberty in Christ is maintained. It is His Word which purifies us, as we allow it to have dominion in one’s life.

 

Lust, or irregular, impure desire, is the source whence all the corruption which is in the world springs. Lust conceives and brings forth sin; sin is finished or brought into act, and then brings forth death. This destructive principle is to be rooted out; and love to God and man is to be implanted in its place. This is every Christian's privilege; God has promised to purify our hearts by faith; and that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so shall grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life; that here we are to be delivered out of the hands of all our enemies, and have even "the thoughts of our hearts so cleansed by the inspiration of God's Holy Spirit, that we shall perfectly love him, and worthily magnify his holy name." (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

It is up to the individual, as to that which they will allow to be in control of their life. God has made available to us the right or privilege to accept His measure of faith; to then operate in this faith, that we might be pleasing to Him.

 

This blessing may be expected by those who are continually escaping, flying from, the corruption that is in the world and in themselves. God purifies no heart in which sin is indulged. Get pardon through the blood of the Lamb; feel your need of being purified in heart; seek that with all your soul; plead the exceeding great and invaluable promises that refer to this point; abhor your inward self; abstain from every appearance of evil; flee from self and sin to God; and the very God of peace will sanctify you through body, soul, and spirit, make you burning and shining lights here below (a proof that he can save to the uttermost all that come to him by Christ), and afterward, having guided you by his counsel through life, will receive you into his eternal glory. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


 

Flee youthful lusts Paul tells us. Turn from the wrong influences, and follow after the righteousness of God, that has been made available to us. (1Corinthians 1:30, 2Corinthians 5:21). 

 

2 Timothy 2:22 Keep a strong curb, however, on your youthful cravings; and strive for integrity, good faith, love, peace, in company with all who pray to the Lord with pure hearts. (Weymouth's New Testament)

 

Who we associate with, that which one gives ear to, is what will establish what is in the heart. Faith is the gift received, it is then developed by hearing, giving audience to the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ; and then allowing that Word to become an actual way of life!
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