10 February 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<greg> thank you Father for this day, your simple plan of salvation, revealed to us by your spirit, we ask for your bread of life, to keep us nourished this day and supply all the need through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 11:25, Lest you be self-opinionated (wise in your own conceits), I do not want you to miss this hidden truth and mystery, brethren: a hardening (insensibility) has [temporarily] befallen a part of Israel [to last] until the full number of the ingathering of the Gentiles has come in, AMP

 

<opentext> Recognizing Father's love. If we do not comprehend His love, how will anyone then believe any of the other promises that God has made to us?

<chosen> they would probably only hope them to be true, rather than knowing them to be yes and amen

<helpmate> they won't be able to

<at-peace> without knowing His love it would be difficult for one to believe and trust all that He has promised

<opentext> As we know from the children of Israel's flight from Egypt, as long as things were going as they thought they should, then God was good, but what happened once things happened outside of the parameters of their understanding? Once they began to question whether God really loved them or not?

<helpmate> they started to waver and turn to other things...away from God…they left their first love

<greg> they leaned to their own understanding

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified says, insensibility had temporarily befallen them: and what happens to anyone when they forget the simplicity of the gospel of Christ?

<greg> things get complicated and blown out of proportion{imaginations run wild}

<helpmate> when they forget the simplicity of the gospel of Christ, they get confused...and we know where confusion comes from

<opentext> Look at it like this, if one is on a journey, and they have the map and follow the directions to every detail, then things will go smoothly; but what happens when one begins to doubt or question the map? Do you think they will get to their destination?

<chosen> no

<helpmate> they will find a destination, but not the one they were looking for

<opentext> His Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light to our path. It is there to illuminate our every step so that we can walk on solid ground, a solid foundation. It is there to so show us the way of safe passage. However, one has to believe what He is showing us for that information to be of any useful value.

<opentext> What happens then when one fails to trust and believe that which He is showing us? Isn't that exactly what happened to the children of Israel?

<helpmate> one goes astray...yes     <chosen> yes

<greg> you basically have to start all over again, like when the hearing gets dull, its back to basics

 

<opentext> Mark 11:23, For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Moses believed that God was able to deliver them when the sea that stood in their way, and because he believed, the children of Israel crossed over on dry ground.

<opentext> No matter what obstacle comes before us, one has to remember that His arm is never to short to save; that nothing is impossible for God.

<opentext> In any relationship, what happens when the love and trust is questioned?

<helpmate> it falls apart      <greg> you end up in court

<opentext> Little doubts and questions enter the mind, and before long as greg said earlier, the mind before to long is gone wild with rampant thoughts and ideas.

<opentext> I also think of how at times when people have these kinds of thoughts and ideas, they never talk between themselves, but rather go and seek counsel from someone else.

<opentext> And we can see this with the children of Israel, that they turned to others for answers, rather then going to God to see where the problem was.

<opentext> And when it gets to this place, isn't it then also that the blame game begins?

<helpmate> yes     <chosen> yes

<greg> people don’t go to God because deep down they already know where the problem lies, and are looking for another way of escape rather than the one provided by the Lord

<opentext> How often has one blamed God for their insensibilities?

<helpmate> they have to justify what they have done...they have rebelled against God

<greg> when one is a child they think, act, and understand like one, when one is ready to move on to maturity they are willing to take an honest look at themselves in the mirror and renounce the hidden things of darkness that offend Father

<chosen> the flesh will always try to blame God

<opentext> It is always easy to look at and spot other peoples short-comings. Just as we can look at the children of Israel and see the mistakes they made. The key is whether we can learn from them, so one does not make the same insensible decisions or choices.

<opentext> Thus why in our verse for today, Paul said that he did not want us to miss the hidden truths and mystery.

<opentext> It is imperative that one remains focused in and on Father's love for us. To remember what He has given for us that fellowship with Him can be restored.

<opentext> It is the truth that is able to set us free and keep us free as we continue in it [the truth].

<opentext> Today, we have that opportunity, that privilege to continue in His love and grace.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> 0/    <opentext> yes greg

<greg> 1Cor 13:11.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I laid aside my childish ways.12.  For now we see a dim reflection in a looking-glass.<k> But then we shall see face to face;<l> Now what I know is imperfect, but then I shall know perfectly, as God knows me.13.  And so these three, faith, hope, and love endure, but the greatest of them is love. (Williams’ NT)

<greg> our childish thoughts and ways and shortcuts, are like little parasites that affect the vine and the branches

<greg> the greatest of these is love, because to understand the love of 

<greg> God then it will be done from the heart and not an obligation

<opentext> If one does not comprehend His love, how can they have any faith in what He says, or any hope of those promises.
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