10 February 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father thank you for this day and time of fellowship we have been blessed with and that you know what we have need of this day that will keep and sustain us in our walk and relationship with you and enable us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Father we pray that as we continue in your Word this day that we will also continue to learn to seek and expect the best from you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:20 He didn't tiptoe around God's promise asking cautiously skeptical questions. He plunged into the promise and came up strong, ready for God, 21 sure that God would make good on what he had said.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, how at times one will tiptoe around the promises of God. For most, they know that which His Word says and proclaims, yet, how often will one hold God to His promises?

<chosen> only when we totally trust Him

<disciple> when we allow Him to lead, rather than trying to do on our own

<opentext> How often is it, that one looks at the external circumstances going on, that they then begin to question that which God said He would do, and thus enter the arena of doubt?

<opentext> When God asks anything of us, is one eager and willing to do that which He asks? Or, does one first have to analyze that which He is asking, before they will submit?

<helpmate> the spirit is but the flesh is not always so eager

<chosen> as helen said, is true

<at-peace> one should always be eager and willing immediately, it depends on where one's confidence is at in that which He is asking

<opentext> Isn't it that often times our own reasonings tries to tell us that those such as Abraham, Noah, or Moses [and all of the others we see listed within the accounts of the Bible] were somehow a bit more special, thus why they were chosen; rather then recognizing that they were used by God simply because they responded to His call, and developed a trust relationship with Him?

<chosen> yes     <helpmate> yes

<opentext> SO then, we can see how easy it is to tiptoe around the promises of God. To question how or why He could use anyone such as ourselves. And yet, how easy is it for one to become skeptical of that which God may ask of them?

<disciple> usually when one has not maintained fellowship with Him...question their hearing

<chosen> sometimes question like nicodemus, asking, how can these things be

<opentext> Or, how often is it that when God asks something of us, that it is easier to suggest to Him, that He would use someone a bit more qualified [according to our own wisdom, not His] for that which is being asked?

<at-peace> had done that in the past... eventually submitted to what He was asking but only after trying to reason my way out

<chosen> can be easy

<at-peace> it can be easy leaning to our own understanding and confidence

<disciple> have often thought everybody is more qualified...more mature and knowledgeable

<helpmate> 1 Cor 2:5That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Abraham trusted God, believed God, and thus plunged into that which God asked of Him, knowing, trusting, relying in and on that which he said, and knowing that He was capable of fulfilling that which He said. Holding God to be true, and anything, anyone else a liar.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:20 No unbelief or distrust made him waver (doubtingly question) concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong and was empowered by faith as he gave praise and glory to God, 21 Fully satisfied and assured that God was able and mighty to keep His word and to do what He had promised. 22 That is why his faith was credited to him as righteousness (right standing with God). AMP

 

<opentext> Without faith, it is impossible to please Him. Those that are living in the flesh, are not able to please Him.

<opentext> Faith, the substance of God's Word delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, and one's ability to hear it, seek Father's wisdom to comprehend it, and then allowing it to become a part of our very being.

<opentext> Being confident in and with the work which He has begun within us. Fully satisfied with that which He has already accomplished within us, and an enthusiasm for Him to continue that in our life.

<opentext> Yet, does one always eagerly anticipate that which God may ask of them next?

<disciple> not always

<helpmate> we should always be seeing it as an adventure to be serving Him and doing that which He asks of us....He only has our best interests at heart

<opentext> All too often, people look at those listed within the Bible as special people; and partially this is true. They were special, because they heard God, developed an intimate relationship with Him, and did that which He asked of them.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Abraham’s responses to God, were credited to him as righteousness, because He heard what God ask of Him, and He responded in accordance with God.

<opentext> Today, you have that same opportunity to be special with God, simply by hearing, comprehending, and then doing that which He asks of you, cheerfully, and joyfully.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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